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HEREDITARY DESCENT OF DISEASE. 
BY WORTHINGTON MYERS, A.M., M.D., 
Of New York. 

‘Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
unto the third and fourth generation.” 

Never was there a more solemn sentence pro- 
nounced than this; whether viewed as a direct 
communicaticn from the Almighty}, or the enun- 
ciation of a fact derived by observation from 
the page of nature, its truthfulness is equally 
indisputable. The Christian and the skeptic, the 
philosopher and the savage, must alike receive it 
as the inexorable law of their existence. 

Awful and impressive as it is, the warning is 
not apparent to all; the overwhelming influence 
of self-love is so powerful in blinding the judg- 
ment and perceptive faculties, that: even while in 
possession of abundant facts to guide them to the 
truth, thousands still resist the conviction, and 
often deride the assurance when presented to 
them by the physiologist ; nay, we have seen them 
repel it when forced upon their notice in the shape 
of some bodily deformity, mental obliquity, or 
even loathsome disease, too evidently derived 
from themselves. And here opens a wide field for 
the Christian jurist and philanthropist, one which 
the present century will undoubtedly settle, despite 
the croakings of an antiquated superstition ; a ques- 
tion as broad as the responsibility of society for 
crimes committed by individuals of feeble intel- 
lect, from propensities derived from their pro- 
genitors, and impulses fostered by the genial 
influence of the institutions of that very society 
designed to prevent them; witness the total ab- 
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sence of classification in our poorhouses, prisons, 
and school houses, often under the supervision of 
individuals whose very personal appearance too 
surely convinces the beholder that they acknow]l- 
edge subjection to the impulses of their animal 
existence alone. 

The study of mental diseases is rapidly grow- 
ing in interest and importance to the profession 
at large. The question of the proper care and 
treatment of the insane engages the attention, 
not only of medical men, but of our legislators, 
boards of charities, philanthropists, and all who 
are accustomed to think upon the great matters 
which affect the welfare of mankind. 

During the past hundred years marvelous 

changes have taken place in the opinions of phy- 
sicians regarding, and the conduct of the public 
toward, this most unfortunate class; and even 
more marked is the contrast, in these respects, 
between the present and the middle or remote 
ages. 
We know that disease is transmitted heredi- 
tarily, first, by the low condition of the physical 
organization of one or both parents; induced 
often by intemperance; second, the intermar- 
riage of relatives. 

Among certain classes of miserably paid and 
poorly fed workmen the physical system degene- 
rates so rapidly that the children are feeble and 
puny, and but few live to maturity; and the 
grandchildren are still more puny, until, in the 
third or fourth generation, the individuals are 
no longer able to perpetuate their species, and 
the ranks must be filled up by fresh subjects from 
other walks of life, to run, perhaps, the same 
round of deterioration. It would seem that 
startled nature, having given warning, by the de- 
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to be choking to death, and the physician who at- 
tended in my absence refused to go. I went to 
the house, and found the child with great apncea, 
lips purple, and every indication of dissolu- 
tion. Believing that, in case the child had swal- 
lowed the shield pin open, in its course to the 
stomach a local inflammation had set up, I 
adopted a palliative course of treatment. By 
faithful attention for several days, the child im- 


proved. I ordered him to have other food, such |- 


as oatmeal and mashed solid food, and trust to 
nature to accomplish the removal of the foreign 
body, notwithstanding the prognosis of other 
medical men, who claimed that no one of a} 
scientific turn of mind would assert that the | 
child could live more than two days with such a | 
substance in the stomach. But such scientific | 
sophistry did not kill the child, for just eighty- | 
five days from the time of swallowing the open 
shield pin, which was one inch in length, it was 
assed, in great pain, at stool, in hardened 
zeces. J. H. TruForp, M.p. 
Windom, Minn. 


-_—_——_- -<—_- -—_-— 





News AND MIsCELLANY. 


The New York State Medical Society 


Met at its regular Annual Session in Albany, on 
Tuesday, February 4th. The meeting was at- 
tended by about one hundred and fifty delegates. 
A full report of the es has been for- 
warded by the representative of the Reporter, 
but owing to the crowded state of our columns, | 
-its insertion is postponed until our next issue. 


Cremation in London. 


Professor Gorini is, it is stated, ‘‘ superintend- 
ing the erection of a funeral pyre on a site be- 
longing to the Cremation Society of London. 
The pyre is on the same system which has been 
approved in numerous cremations at Milan and 
other places in Italy.’’ The works will doubtless 
be all that could be wished by those who approve 
the system. The Sanitary Council of Munich is 
reported to have recommended cremation under 
certain circumstances:—‘‘1. After battle. 2. 
peg | certain epidemics. 38. Where the trans- 
port of bodies is difficult. 4. Where the soil is 
unsuited for inhumation.’’ 


Items. 


—St. Petersburg possesses thirty-five public 
hospitals. Of these, eleven are devoted to women, 
includin three lying-in hospitals and one oph- 
thalmic hospital; two are skin-disease hospitals ; 
three hospitals for children; fourteen general 
hospitals; three hospitals for the insane; and one 
hospital devoted tomenonly. In addition, there 
are thirty six private hospitals and dispensaries 
in the city. y 

—That science is favorable to longevity seems | 
to be attested by the mortuary record of the 
Royal Society for last year. Of nineteen members 
who died but one was under 60; six were between 
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60 and 70; eight between 70 and 80, and four 
above 80 years of age. The three foreign mem- 
bers of the society who died during the year were 
aged respectively 77, 84 and 90 years. 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Dr. H. E. Z., of Pa.—** Will you please give the best 
form for administering salicylate of soda?’’ . 

Ans.—We extract the following formula from the 
sixth edition of Napheys’ Medical Therapeutics, as one 
of the best :— 


R. Acidi salicylici, 
Spiritus wtheris nitrici, 
Sodii bicarbonatis, 
Spiritus lavandule comp., 
Aqus 


Syrupi aurantii corticis, ad M. 


“In preparing this prescription, mix the acid and the 
spirits of ether in a bottle, then add the soda, and 
afterward the water, gradually, till effervescence 
ceases, and then the lavender and the syrup. This 
compound is palatable, and agrees well with the stom- 
ach.” (Med. Ther., p. 430.) 


Scalpel.—*Can you recommend an Index Rerum for 
indexing medical matters?” 

Ans.—No special one for this purpose is prepared. 
The plan suggested by the Rev. Dr. Todd can be ap- 
plied. We used it forsome yearssatisfactorily. News- 
paper men now prefer the envelope or card plans. 

Dr. E. G. C., of R. I.—** Can disease be communicated 
by the lunar caustic? For instance, suppose a chancre 
is cauterized, either a hard or soft chancre, and the 
same stick of silver used to cauterize a canker sore of 
the mouth; will the syphilitic disease be communi- 


| cated?” « 


Ans.—We are inclined to answer in the negative, but 
prefer torefer the question to our readers. Have any 
of them facts of this nature to report? 


MARRIAGES. 





ALvis—Sanpgsrson.—At the residence of the bride, 
near Chulahomo, Marshall county January 
15th, 1879, at 3 o’clock, P.m., by Rev. J. D. Cameron, of 
Holly Springs, R. H. Alvis, m.p., and Miss Dannie 
Sanderson. 

Cramp—KeeEvrer.—On Wednesday, January 29th, 
1879, at the residence of the bride’s parents, by Rev. 
Francis L. Robbins, p.p., Edwin S. Cramp and Rebe 
ca Baird, daughter of W. W. Keefer, of Philadelphia. 


Davis—PrFFeR.— On New Year’s day, by Rev. James 
Vance, of Carlisle, Pa., Dr. J. C. Davis, of Mt. Holly, 
and Ella C. Peffer. ; 

Pancoast—FERNALD.—In Philadelphia, on the 14th 
ult., at the residence of the bride’s parents, by Friends’ 
ceremony, and also by the Rev. M. aie r. S. Pan- 
coast and Carrie A., only daughter of N. M. Fernald, 
and niece of the officiating clergyman. 


— 


DEATHS. 


Barxker.—At Jamaica, Long Island, on the 27th 
ult., Bessie, daughter of Charles H. Barker, «.D., 
aged 16 years 

Dickey.—In New Orleans, La, on January 29th, 
1879, Dr. W. L. Dickey. . 

Fitcon.—In New York, Tuesday evening January 
28th, Samuel Sheldon Fitch, m.p., son of the late Sam- 
uel Sheldon Fitch, M.p., aged 31 years. 

Wititams.—In Philadelphia, on the 15th u!t., 
Agnes, wife of Dr. W. Williams, and daughter of John 
J, and Rachel S. Rewan, 
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not apparent to all; the overwhelming influence 
of self-love is so powerful in blinding the judg- 
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possession of abundant facts to guide them to the 
truth, thousands still resist the conviction, and 
often deride the assurance when presented to 
them by the physiologist ; nay, we have seen them 
repel it when forced upon their notice in the shape 
of some bodily deformity, mental obliquity, or 
even loathsome disease, too evidently derived 
from themselves. And here opens a wide field for 
the Christian jurist and philanthropist, one which 
the present century will undoubtedly settle, despite 
the croakings of an antiquated superstition ; a ques- 
tion as broad as the responsibility of society for 
crimes committed by individuals of feeble intel- 
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genitors, and impulses fostered by the genial 
influence of the institutions of that very society 
designed to prevent them; witness the total ab- 
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sence of classification in our poorhouses, prisons, 
and school houses, often under the supervision of 
individuals whose very personal appearance too 
surely convinces the beholder that they acknowl- 
edge subjection to the impulses of their animal 
existence alone. 

The study of mental diseases is rapidly grow- 
ing in interest and importance to the profession 
at large. The question of the proper care and 
treatment of the insane engages the attention, 
not only of medical men, but of our legislators, 
boards of charities, philanthropists, and all who 
are accustomed to think upon the great matters 
which affect the welfare of mankind. 

During the past hundred years marvelous 

changes have taken place in the opinions of phy- 
sicians regarding, and the conduct of the public 
toward, this most unfortunate class; and even 
more marked is the contrast, in these respects, 
between the present and the middle or remote 
ages. 
We know that disease is transmitted heredi- 
tarily, first, by the low condition of the physical 
organization of one or both parents; induced 
often by intemperance; second, the intermar- 
riage of relatives. 

Among certain classes of miserably paid and 
poorly fed workmen the physical system degene- 
rates so rapidly that the children are feeble and 
puny, and but few live to maturity; and the 
grandchildren are still more puny, until, in the 
third or fourth generation, the individuals are 
no longer able to perpetuate their species, and 
the ranks must be filled up by fresh subjects from 
other walks of life, to run, perhaps, the same 
round of deterioration. It would seem that 
startled nature, having given warning, by the de- 
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generated condition of three or four generations, 
at last refuses to continue a race so monstrous 
upon the earth. We see here another of those 
checksand balances which the exhaustless wisdom 
of God preéstablished in the very nature of man, 
to prevent his utter degeneration. As the comet 
rushing headlong toward the sun is, by the very 
velocity which it gains, and which seems hurling 
it into the burning mass, carried safely beyond, 
so a race of men abusing the power of pro- 
creation may rush on tothe path of deterioration, 
until, arrived at a certain point, a new principle 
develops itself, the procreating power is ex- 
hausted, and that part of the human family must 
perish, or regain its power by admixture with a 
less degenerated race. 

We will take idiocy, for example, and it will be 
seen by the tables that by far the greater part of 
idiots are children of parents one or both of 
whom were of serofulous temperament, and poor, 
flabby organization. Out of 420 cases of con- 
genital idiocy which were examined, some infor- 
mation was obtained respecting the condition of 
the progenitors of 359. Now, in all these 359 
cases, save only four, it is found that one or the 
other or both of the immediate progenitors of 
the unfortunate sufferer had, in some way, widely 
departed from the normal condition of healt, 
and violated the natural laws. That is to say, 
one or the other or both of them had been very 
unhealthy or scrofulous; or hereditarily predis- 
posed to affections of the brain, causing occa- 
sional insanity; or had intermarried with blood 
relations; or had been intemperate ; or had been 
guilty of sensual excesses which impair the con- 
stitution. 

This subject of the hereditary transmission of 
diseased tendency is of vast importance, but it is 
a difficult one to treat, because a certain delicacy 
makes people avoid it ; but if ever the race is to 
be relieved of a tithe of the bodily ills which 
flesh is now heir to, it must be by a clear under- 
standing of and a willing obedience to the law 
which makes the parents the blessing or the curse 
of the children, the givers of strength and vigor, 
and beauty, or the dispensers of debility, disease, 
and infirmity. 

We know that specific disease is transmitted to 
the infant within the womb, and thai the physical 
and mental characteristics of parents are thus 
entailed on posterity ; how rational is it, then, to 
suppose that the actual condition of the parent 
at the time of its procreation and gestation should 
also leave its impress on the vegetative exist- 
ence of the infant. The constant exhaustion of 
nervous energy by the unlimited exercise of the 
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sexual passions of the parents will most assuredly 
seriously affect its development and leave its re- 
sults visible at a remote period of its existence. 

Seeking tor the cause of the low condition of 
the bodily organization, a fertile one may be found 
in 

Intemperance. 

Probably the habitual use of alcoholic drinks 
does a great deal to bring families into that low 
and feeble condition of body which is a prolific 
cause of idiocy. By inspection of the tables it 
will be seen that out of three hundred and fifty-nine 
idiots the condition of whose progenitors has 
been ascertained, ninety-nine were the children 
of drunkards. But. this does not tell the whole 
story. By drunkard is meant a person who is a 
notorious and habitual sot. Many persons who 
are habitually intemperate do not get this name, 
even now. By careful inquiry, with an especial 
view of ascertaining the number of idiots of the 
lowest class whose parents were kitown to be 
temperate persons, we found that not one quarter 
could be so considered. 

The effect of habitual use of alcohol, even in 
moderate quantities, seems to be to lymphatize 
the whole bodily organization ; that is, to dimin- 
ish the proportion of the fibrous part of the body, 
that which gives enduring strength, and to make 


' the lymphatic, or the watery particles, to abound 


in all the tissues. The children of persons 
so lymphatized are apt to be of a scrofulous 
character, and their children, again, are apt to 
be feeble in body and weak in mind. “Thus, di- 
rectly and indirectly, alcohol is productive of a 
great proportion of the idiocy which now bur- 
densthe commonwealth. If, moreover, we con- 
sider how many children of intemperate parents 
there are who, without being idiots, are deficient 
in bodily and mental energy, and predisposed, 
by their very organization, to have cravings for 
alcoholic stimulants, it will be seen what an im- 
mense burden the drinkers of one generation 
throw upon the succeeding one. Many a parent, 
by habitual stimulus applied to his own nervous 
system, renders his child-infinitely more liable to 
be made a drunkard by the ordinary temptations 
of life, than the child of a temperate man would 
be, even if living from his youth upward within 
the extraordinary temptations of a bar room. 

Another curse as fertile in the production of 
hereditary disease, or of a tendency toward it, is 

Intermarriage of Relatives. 

The cases are very numerous where nothing 
extraordinary is observable in the immediate 
offspring of such unions, On the other hand, 
there are so many cases where blindness, deaf- 
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ness, insanity, idiocy, or some peculiar bodily or | We need not point to the long catalogue of 
mental deficiency, or a manifest tendency and | crime, nor to the shameless conduct of the false 
liability to them, is seen in such offspring, that | moralists of the present day, who would pretend 
we are forced to believe they cannot be fortui- | to have us believe that the most innocent amuse- 
tous. Indeed, the inference seems to be inevit- ments of youth are a certain preparation for fu- 
able, that such intermarriages are violations of ture crime. To the physiologist, who can only 
the natural law, though not such flagrant ones as | see the intent of nature through the written page 
always to be followed by obvious and severe pun- | of her living organism, they are equally available 
ishment. | as a means of elevating the character and im- 

If two full cousins, who are both in good | proving the mind of our species. He feels and 


health, and free from any predisposition or ten- 
dency to any particular disease or infirmity, 
should marry, the probability is that their imme- 
diate offspring will have tolerably good consti- 
tutions, though no one can say how much less 
vigorous in body and mind they will be than 
offspring born to either parent from some one of | 
a healthy family not related by blood. 

But on the other hand, if a man in whose con- | 
stitution there lurks a predisposition to any par- 
ticular disease of mind or body, inherited from 
his father’s family, should marry a daughter of 
his father’s brother or sister, there would be a 
strong probability that the disease or infirmity 
would appear in the offspring, while the proba- 
bility of such reappearance would be less if he 
married a healthy cousin by his mother’s side, 
and still less if he married a person free from all 
unhealthy predispositions, who was not related 
to him at all. 

Now, as marriages between near relations are 
by no means in the ratio of one to twenty, nor 
are even, perhaps, as one to a thousand to the 
marriages between persons not related, it follows 
that the proportion of idiotic progeny is vastly 
greater in the former than in the latter case. 
Then it should be considered that idiocy is only 
one form in which nature manifests that she has 
been offended by such intermarriages. Blind- 
ness, deafness, imbecility, and other infirmities, 
we know, are more frequently the lot of the chil- 
dren of parents related by blood than of others. 

Thus we have endeavored to prove that when 
we look at humanity by the light of physiologi- 
cal science, we cannot shut our eyes to the 
conviction that the known laws of our physical 
and moral being would, if properly understood 
and obeyed, elevate our spiritual nature far 
beyond the conception of the visionary en- 
thusiasts who are so constantly deprecating our 
lost and fallen condition. All society proves the 
truth of our assertion ; wherever the genial emo- 
tions of the soul are shut out by the severer regu- 
lations of asceticism, there will ever and anon 








appear some flagrant instance of vice, the result 
of smothered passion. 


knows, by virtue of that sublime and lofty science 
which has led him humbly and reverently to the 
footstool of his great Teacher, that her laws are 
written indelibly upon every living blade of 
grass, every insect and animal ever molded by 
her plastic hand, and are not to be disobeyed 
but with the certain result of impairing her 


; handiwork and impeding her progress to the 


great end proposed, viz: the production of a 
perfect human being, with his intellectual and 
physical points equally developed. 


THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SUR- 
GERY BY THE ABORIGINAL RACES 
OF THE SOUTHWEST. ° 
’ BY W. J. HOFFMAN, M.D., 

Of Washington, D.C. 

With few exceptions, the general treatment of 
bodily ailments is entrusted to the supposed 
supernatural power of a favored few, who are 
known under the name of ‘‘ Medicine Men,”’’ 
“Spirit Men,”’ etc. In some accidental or inten- 
tional manner one or more individuals obtain 
popularity in exorcising evil spirits, when the 
tribe, by common consent, entrust their temporal 
welfare to these scheming villains, who finally 
exercise powerful sway over the actions of the 
native community. Among some tribes the office 
is hereditary, and the ‘‘ medicine man’”” is obliged 
to pass through various mysterious ceremonies. 
But among some of the more degraded bands of 
Arizona, the pretender may become the adopted 
physician, upon his ability to perform several in- 
comprehensible tricks. To illustrate this, I will 
refer to some ‘incidents which occurred among 
the Seviches, a small band occupying the north- 
western portion of the Colorado plateau, in 
Arizona. 

During a visit to the region, several years since, 
Mr. Charles Spencer, our interpreter, a man of 
more than ordinary intelligence, and who had for 
a number of years been connected with the mail 
service, gave me the following narration: ‘‘The 
chief of this band was of humble birth, and as he 
had great desire to become a ‘medicine man,’ he 
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waited until an opportunity presented itself. A| This story may, or may not, have originated 
custom, which had always been in practice in the | with the Indians. I saw the person who was 
tribe, required a ‘doctor’ to specify in advance | said to have figured in these transactions, although 
the number of days required for the recovery of he had lost his position of influence, and upon 
his patient. Failing in this three times, 7. e., | questioning other members of the tribe regard- 
should the patient, on the contrary, die, the life | ing the veracity of the tale, they smilingly turned 
of the medicine man paid the penalty.* The | the subject, apparently disliking the idea of their 
Chief (would-be-medicine man), fearing the | having been duped. Considering the existence 
worst upon such atrial, decided to attempt a new | of similar customs elsewhere, with numerous in- 
form of intimidation. He announced that he was | stances of the display of even greater skill and 
bullet-proof, and offered to allow any Indian to | ingenuity, also the intelligence of these Indians, 
shoot at him from a respectable distance, provided | with their knowledge of the art of manufacturing 
always, that he be permitted to load the gun. | various articles, especially water vessels of grass, 
The trick was a success, which depended upon | bark and reeds, I am inclined to believe there is 
the fact that, in casting the bullets, a piece of more truth than fiction in the above narrative. 
paper was laid in the mould soas to cut the metal | This tribe are exceedingly filthy in their tastes 
into hemispheres in casting. When the metal | and selection of food, which may be accounted 
and paper were removed from the mould, the two | for by the extreme scarcity of the necessary game 
pieces of lead were pressed together and the edges for subsistence ; they are often forced to devour 
pressed down with the aid of a knife blade, so as | reptiles, insects, and other disgusting substances, 
, to cause sufficient lapping to make them adhere. for the maintenance of a depraved existence. 
In loading, these were separated, and the frag-| The success of these professors of sorcery and 
ments, on account of their semi-spherical pro- | medicine often reaches to neighboring tribes, 


! 
| 


portions, diverged sufficiently in firing to cause no 
danger to the individual fired at. In time the 
deception became known, when the.tribe de- 
manded the enforcement of the ancient usage; 
in this they failed, however, on account of the 
‘doctor’s’ wonderful success in prophecy. When 
a patient was submitted to his charge who was 
suffering from any but the simplest affections, 
the Chief would almost invariably prophesy.a 
fatal termination upon a given day. During the 
interval various harmless infusions were admin- 
istered; but as soon as the patient presented 
symptoms of recovery, when death had been pre- | 


| 
dicted, it became necessary to administer another | 





who think that a stranger might be more success- 
ful in the removal of evil spirits, than one of 
their own ‘‘medicine men.’’ In fording the 
Colorado river, one of our horses had a hind leg 
broken, and had to be shot. Our Mojaves—an 
escort of fourteen men—immediately made a 
meal of the best portions, resulting in a severe 
case of colic for one of the participants. A 
few Pai-Utes had encamped upon the opposite 
bank of the river, and it had been hinted in 
camp that there was among them one who had 
a great reputation as a “‘ doctor.’”’ The Pai-Ute 
was waited upon, and preliminaries arranged, 
which resulted in the promise of a blanket as a fee. 


preparation which terminated the affair to the The Indian soon arrived where the suffering Mo- 


credit of the ‘doctor's’ reputation. This trickery |J@Vv¢ was doubled up. The mode of procedure 
was likewise suspected and discovered, but the | ¥®5 48 follows: The patient was laid upon the 


very audacity of the perpetrator saved his life.’’ 


* Sir John Lubbock says the;Macas Indians (Ecuador) | 
have doctors, whose remedies, however, are mainly, 
if not entirely, magical. If they fail to effect a cure, | 
they are sometimes put to death themselves. Jour. | 
Anthrop. Institute, vol. 111, 1874, p. 31. 

Lieutenant Musters, R. N., says, “The position of 
wizard or doctor (among the Ahonicanka, or Tchonek- | 
Patagonians proper) is not a very desirable one, as, in 
the event of his prognosticating a success in a war ex- | 
pedition, or cessation in sickness, or any other event, | 
which is not realized, the Chief will, not infrequently, 
have him killed.” “‘On the Races of Patagonia.” Jour. 
Anthrop. Institute, vol. 1, 1871, pp. 193-207. 

Since writing the above, I have found additional 
proof of the existence of such a custom in the south- 
west. See article (anonymous) entitled “ Sun-worship 
in the United States.” Rocky Mt. Presbyterian, vol. 
vit, No, 10, 1878. 


| sand, face downward, when the Pai-Ute placed 


one of his feet upon the former’s back, over the 


| afflicted spot; then pressing it gently, as if he 


were kneading it, he would accompany the move- 
ment with a mournful chant, grasping the while 


| at an imaginary object near his patient, and pre- 


tending to throw it violently into the air. After 
this had been continued for nearly an hour, he 
rolled the patient over on his back, taking the 
head and shoulders into his arms, and sang, rock- 
ing himself from side to side, repeating short 
phrases, and exorcising the spirit to leave ; then, 
after a time, he would resume his former manner 
of treatment with renewed vigor, until altogether 
about three hours had been consumed. When 


_the Mojave considered himself relieved, the Pai- 
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Ute received his fee and departed. During this 
performance great silence was observed, and we 
‘‘who were not of them’’ were frequently ad- 
monished for laughing. 

In this case, as in many others of similar na- 
ture, digestion, aided by mechanical manipula- 
tions externally, performed the cure, but owing 
to the wonderful superstition of the Indians, the 
so-called doctor received the credit of a cure, and 
innocently believed in his powers himself. 

There are affections which are beyond the com- 
prehension of even the wisest, when all attempts 
at treatment of any kind are despaired of. Some 
years since, during the epidemic of smallpox 
among the Dakotas in the vicinity of Grand River, 


D. T., most of those who had the premonitory | 


symptoms of that disease committed suicide, by 
jumping into the Missouri River. 

Among some of the tribes in the extreme south- 
west smallpox is considered a curse, and the 
only remedy is to destroy those who are afflicted. 
I was informed but a short time since, by Mr. 
Julius Partz, of California, that during a recent 
outbreak of the smallpox among the Pai- Utes of 
Owen’s Valley, California, many members of the 
affected families were secretly put out of the 
way, because the sooner the afflicted family is 
disposed of, the sooner will the evil be removed. 
In what manner the victims disappeared could 
nat-be discovered; sufficient is it to know that 
they forever left their terrestial haunts. 

It if@-mistaken idea that Indian women suffer 
less during childbirth than their white sisters. 
One reason of this belief is, that the women pass 
through labor as stoically, and with as much ap- 
parent unconcern, as the Indians suffer the tor- 
tures of the initiatory ceremonies at their annual 
meetings, where they are to be received as war- 
riors. Among the Coyotéro Apachés a different 
ceremony is observed before the birth of a child, 
than among any other tribes with which I have 
come in contact, or to which any allusions have 
been made. As soon as labor pains set in, the 
woman is tied againsta tree, with the hands 
above the head, and left in this position until the 
child is born, when she is removed and proper- 
ly (?) cared for. Dr. Milan Ioute says this 
cruelty does not appear to affect them in any per- 
ceptible manner, and they are a much shorter 
time in resuming their usual avocations than the 
most robust white woman that he has known. 

The Coyotéros employ a splint in fractures 
and gunshot injuries of the extremities which is 
well worth noting. The accompanying illustra- 
tion represents a portion of an appliance which 
had been used by a warrior in a case of commi- 
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nuted fracture of the middle third of the left 
humerus. It consisted of twelve or fifteen strips 
of cedar wood, each of which was about a quarter 
of an inch thick, three-fourths of an inch wide, 
and from six to eight inches in length. About 
one and a half inches from the ends the slats 
were secured by means of thin bands of sinew, 
allowing a narrow space between each. The 


splint was then applied to the arm, and secured 
by tying the loose ends of sinew. Through the 
spaces between the strips water could be applied 
to the wound without injury to the appliance, 
and a free discharge was likewise secured. 

It is a singular fact that among the thousands 
of Indians with which I have come in contact, I 
have never seen one who was crippled or de- 
formed. The nearest approach was two promi- 
nent Dakotas, who were maimed by intention, by 
their jealous wives. There are cases of club- 
foot—equinus. Ordinarily, wounds are treated 
with cold water. It is wonderful to see the 
recoveries, after gunshot or arrow wounds. Run- 
ning Antelope, a prominent Ouc-pa-pa Dakota 
chief, has been seven times severely wounded ; 
the most important recovery being that after 
having been shot through the lower portion of 
the abdomen. The ball entered the left groin, 
passed through the bladder, and left the body ata 
point over the crest of the right ilium, about four 
inches from the spinal column. Gall (Pé-zé6), 
prominent among the hostile Sioux, while 
wounded on the field, and feigning death, was 
pierced by two bayonets in the hands of enraged 
soldiers. The weapons passed through both 
breasts, and protruded from the back, and this 
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without even so much of’a motion as to cause a 
suspicion of the presence of vitality. Later in 
the night this same Indian crawled over four 
miles, to the camp of his people. Gall, by the 
way, possesses the finest physique that I have 
ever had the gratification of beholding. The 
sears, which are still very distinct, he frequently 
shows with pride, and says they are the cause of 
his bitter hatred toward the white man. 

Abortion is of common occurrence among the 
Sioux,* but I have not heard of its practice 
among the tribes inhabiting the southwestern 
States and Territories. 

The Apaché Mojaves, and Coyotéro Apachés 
employ several varieties of herbs and barks, 
most of which I was unable to identify, owing to 
the dried, crushed, and semi-pulverulent condi- 
tion in which I saw them. Willow bark, thor- 
oughly bruised, is often taken in the form of a 
decoction, as a cure for intermittent fever. The 
latter is of rare occurrence in the higher regions 
of the interior, and when found is often accom- 
panied by dysentery (as is the case with the 
troops at Camp Apache). Dr. Loéw + says the 
bark of Populus tremuloides is used by the In- 
dians for fever and ague, but he fails to specify 
the tribe by whom it is employed. 

The Apachés, in general, remove the poison of 
the rattlesnake by sucking the wound, having the 
younger members of the tribe to perform this 
service, on account of their having sound teeth. 
Cases of recovery are not uncommon. Their 
knowledge of the effect of this poison has 
prompted them, as well as other tribes, to employ 
it, with other matters, in the preparation of arrow 
poison. 

Venereal diseases appear unknown among those 
tribes who have as yet but little or no intercourse 
with the whites or Mexicans. The Mojaves, 
since the arrival of the United States troops, 
and the floating element which usually precedes 
civilization, have been fearfully afflicted with 
syphilis. These Indians are not noted for strict 
adherence to marital vows or laws, neither are 

* See article published on the subject, in American 
Na turalist, xii, 1878, p. 225. 


t+ List of Plants of Med. and Tech. use, “U, S. Geo- 
graph. Surv.,” west of 110th Mer., vol. iii, p. 608. 


} For more detailed information upen this subject, 
see article entitled ‘Poisoned Arrows,” published in 
The Pacific Rural Press, vol. xv., No. 9 (Feb. 6, 1878), 
p. 82.—The Daily Post (Pittsburg, Pa.), Jan. 26, 1878. 

The tribes referred to, including the Dakotas, Crows, 
Blackfeet, Assiniboines, OoyotéroApachés, and Diggers 
of Upper California, the Ceris, or Seris, of Northern 
Mexico, and other tribes extending from Eastern’ Si- 
beria down to Patagonia, employed various agents for 
hastening death, either in warfare or the chase. 
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the girls, for chastity, thus affording an opportu- 
nity for remarkable and rapid progress of disease, 
which has been doing more toward the gradual 
extinction of the tribe than all other causes com- 
bined. They claim to gain relief in taking cer- 
tain quantities of the saline efflorescence which 
forms on the muddy banks of the Colorado river 
during summer. This consists chiefly of sodium 
chloridi, magnesium chloridi, and sodium sul- 
phate, with which the water is largely impreg- 
nated, and which is formed by evaporation during 
the hot season. No salutary effects can be ob- 
tained from this in the hands of the Indians, and 
Dr. Stirting, formerly Post Surgeon at Camp 
Mojave, says he has never seen any perceptible 
benefit, during his residence there. 

At their first contact with the whites, the Mo- 
javes claim that they were free from the dis- 
order, as do all tribes who now present cases. 
The question as to whether the disease originated 
in America has been ably discussed by learned 
writers.* It was at one time supposed that the 
disease originated in the West Indies and adja- 
cent portions of North and South America, from 
the eating of fish which had been secured by 
poisoning. 

This subject is discussed by Clavigero,t to 
whose work I would refer the reader. Accord- 
ing to Klemm, one or two of the tribes of Mex- 
ico possessed vegetable remedies for the cure of 
syphilis. f 

The very common and widespread use of 
the ‘‘ sweat house’’ in sickness cannot be treated 
of in this paper. The practice extends over 
nearly the whole of the North American conti- 
nent, and was known to the ancient Mexicans 
by the name of temazcalli. 

* See Dr. Rees’ ‘‘ Cyclopedia, or Univ. Dict. of Arts, 


Sci., and Lit.” Philadelphia. Vol.1, under the title of 
* America.”’ 


+ Su l'origine del Mal francese. Storia Antica del 
Messice. D. Francessco Saverio Olavigero, 1781, tome 
IV., Pp, 303-328. 


t Quoted by Bancroft, in “ Native Races,” etc, 


——In a pamphlet by Dr. H. W. Paine, of 
Albany, entitled, ‘‘ Is the Homceopathic School 
Unsectarian ?”’ that worthy gentleman tries hard 
to bring his brethren up to the level of the Apos- 
tle’s advice: ‘‘Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good.” We sympathize in his 
efforts, but think he takes much the longest way 
round.~ Why is it that such men do not see (as 
we have repeatedly stated) that nothing prevents 
a ‘regular’ physician from practicing by the 
law of similars as well as by that of contraries ? 
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HOWARD HOSPITAL, PHILADELPHIA. 
CLINIC OF DR. CHAS. 8S. TURNBULL, 
Surgeon to the Eye and Ear Department. 
Reported by Cus. E. Sasovs, M.D., House Physician. 
Perforating Wounds and Injuries of the Membrana 
Tympani, 


Apart from those whica arise from inflamma- 
tion or its consequences, are by no means 
uncommon, and may be caused by penetratin 

instruments or foreign bodies passing throug 

the meatus. The too popular and dangerous 
habit of introducing hairpins, bodkins, spectacle 
arms, knitting needles, pen holders, lead pen- 
cils, tooth picks, pins ne ear pickers, in short, 
any instrument that is small enough, for the 
purpose of removing wax, or even of scratching 
the ear, is the most fruitful source of perfor- 
ating wounds of the membrana tympani. Chil- 
dren, it is well known, through curiosity or out 
of mischief, thrust foreign bodies and sharp- 
pointed instruments into their own as well as 
other children’s ears. In adults, who are ex- 
pected to know better, the only reason we can 
assign for such reckless abuse of the organ of 
hearing is, that they have either no conception 
of its formation, or else they use such instru- 
ments as those enumerated foolishly imagining 
them harmless, since custom has seemingly 
sanctioned their use. Many more cases than 
would be supposed, of deafness in old people, 
are caused by picking the ears. If saith con- 
stant irritation does not cause thickening of the 
walls of the meatus, or of the membrani tympani, 
atid so impair hearing, an accidental thrust 
from the hand, or the unlucky slip of an elbow, 
or jostle of a passer by, will injure or even perfo- 
rate the delicate membrane. That the irrita- 
tion and itching in the meatus so often com- 
plained of by old persons calls for more than 
the ordinary means of relief, we do not deny, 
but as there exist many safer plans of obtaining 
relief, those fraught with danger must be avoided. 
Our advice is, invariably, never, on any account, 
introduce into the external auditory canal any- 
thing smaller than the little finger. Intolerable 
itching which cannot be relieved by the little 
finger may always, with safety, be allayed by 
the appiication of any pure grease, discarding 
the much vaunted and fashionable glycerine 

and particularly recommending cosmoline an 

vaseline. The best treatment which can be adopt- 
ed for recent injuries of the membrana tympani is 
to LET THEM ALONE. If inflammation should 
arise, it must be met by local depletion. The 
late Sir William R. Wilde, of Dublin, the Nestor 
of Aural Surgery, promulgated this sound ad- 
vice over twenty-five years ago. He said, fur- 
thermore, ‘‘ W..ile we experience the greatest 
difficulty in keeping open a perforation made 
with a surgical. instrument, accidental openings 
seldom close.’’ We would here také exception, 
and state that, of a truth, we experience the 
greatest difficulty in keeping open perforations 
made with a surgical instrument, but on the con- 
trary, have experienced no trouble whatever in 
healing accidental openings. 
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In case of accidental laceration, perforation, or 
rupture of the membrana tympani, where inflam- 
matory symptoms still exist, it is not desirable to 
do more than introduce a light pledget of cotton 
wool into the meatus, to prevent the injurious in- 
fluence of draughts of air, or the vibratiors of 
loud sounds. here the resultant inflammation 
is great, leeches must be applied behind the ear, 
under the concha (from five to eight European 
leeches), and subsequently, until the healing pro- 
cess be completed, counter irritation, in the form 
of strong tincture of iodine painted over the mas- 
toid region, should be continued until the healing 
process is completed. By way of precaution, the 
patient should be warned of the danger attendant 
upon violent coughing, sneezing, blowing of the 
nose, straining efforts, exposure to draughts, etc. 

The two following cases will serve to show the 
importance of non-interference in the successful 
treatment of accidental perforation of the mem- 
brana tympani. 


. 
Case 1—Traumatic Perforation of the Membrana. 


Tympani, with Fracture of Handle of Malleus. 


Charles F., aged 19, teamster, presented him- 
self, complaining of deafness an tinnitus, with 

pain and purulent discharge from the right ear, 

caused by an injury.’ Two weeks previously, a 
boy sitting near him had called his attention 
while he mischievously held a pointed pen holder 
near the opening of the external meatus, and the 
sudden responsive movement caused the pen 
holder to penetrate to the bottom of the canal, 

and as the subsequent examination proved, per- 

forate the membrana tympani. There was some 

dizziness but not much pain experienced at the 

time, and slight hemorrhage was detected by the 

point of the handkerchief After having been 

exposed throughout the day, he retired, but to- 

ward midnight the pain became excruciating and 

was accompanied by a noise like an engine blow- 

ing off steam. His mother used hot fomerita- 
tions, which, however, did not suffice to relieve 
him. The following morning he sought the ad- 

vice of a neighboring apothecary, who kindly 
prescribed, and more kindly instilled, a few drops 
of a strong solution of nitrate of silver. The 
pain and tinnitus remained the same until the 

evening of the third day, when both subsided 
with the appearance of a purulent discharge. 

The latter, with more or less pain and tinnitus, 

continued up to the time of application for treat- 

ment. 

8. P. Auricle red, slightly swollen and painful 
on pressure; meatus swollen and partially oc- 
cluded and filled with whitish-yellow pus ; hear- 
ing distance, loud watch, on contact. 

After thorough cleansing with warm salt water, 
the parts were found to be so macerated that node- 
tails of the membrane, which looked like a white, 
a diaphragm at the bottom of the meatus, 
could be seen. Directing the patient to make 
the Valsalvian operation, i. ¢., self-inflation of 
air, with closed mouth and nostrils, after a deep 
inspiration, the Eustachian tube was found to be 
involved, as no air passed through the perforation. 
A strong blast, however, from a Politzer bag, 
cleared the tympanum and caused the character- 
istic perforation whistle, and, as is unusual, caused 
sharp, lancinating pains, and increased the tinni- 
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tus. Hearing distance now increased to one 
inch. Prognosis favorable. 

Treatment.—No medicament being necessary, 
the patient was directed to use half a pint of a 
warm solution of salt and water in syringing the 
ear, once every morning, and ietnunel in in- 
flating the tympanum and thoroughly drying the 
meatus after each syringing. The patient was 
furthermore directed not to cover the ear while 
indoors, and, above all, forbidden to place cotton 
in the meatus at night. While out of doors 
pledgets of absorbent cotton were worn in the 
meatus, being removed from time to time, upon 
becoming saturated with the secretion. Absolute 
rest was enjoined for but forty-eight hours, be- 
cause at the end of that time all s mptoms of 
acute inflammation, i. e., pain and annoying 
tinnitus, had passed. He visited the hospital 
three times each week, when the meatus was 
thoroughly cleansed, and Politzer’s bag was 
used to inflate and free the middle ear from se- 
cretfon. By way of counter irritation, tincture 
of iodine was painted over the mastoid region. 
Each week the hearing 
the discharge successively changed from pus to 
muco-pus, and finally tenacious mucus. This 
latter secretion was, as in all such cases, difficult 
toremove. At the end of the third week the 
details of the membrana tympani could be made 
out, and in its centre was a crescentic rent in- 
volving about one-third of its diameter. Through 
this valve-like opening, during the act of forcible 
inflation, the tympanal secretion was seen to 
ooze. Each inflation caused the flap to swing to 
and fro, and with it a small fragment of the 
lower portion of the handle of the malleus, and 
this motion caused sharp, lancinating pains, with 
intermitting tinnitus, of a roaring character. At 
the end of the fourth week, up to which time 
gentle but persistent inflation was used to blow 
out the secretion, the hearing power was in- 
creased to fifteen inches (for the watch), and all 
treatment was suspended. Occasional self-in- 
flations (Valsalva’s method) kept up motion in 
the ossicular joints, slightly stimulated the parts, 
and prevented adhesion of the fractured malleus 
and torn membrane to the promontory, so that 
in three months’ time the os power was 
entirely restoréd. The appearance of the mem- 
brane was normal, with the exception of the 
contour of the handle of the malleus and the 
light spot, or reflex. The line of the handle of 
the malleus could be traced to within a short 
distance of its end, from which a small fragment, 
the size of a millet seed, had been broken. This 

fragment had become uni- 
ted, through some hyper- 
ostosis, but was the width 
of the bone out of its 
proper line. From the 
thickened point of union 
a narrow reflex extended, 
with its fan-shaped ex- 
tremity toward the inferi- 
or periphery of the mem- 
brane. (See fig. ) By the aid 
of Siegle’s pneumatic oto- 
scope the membrana tympani aodt be drawn out- 
ward, and with it the handle of the malleus with 
its united fragment, while the increase in width 
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of the fan-shaped projection of light (reflex) 
proved the perfect action of the parts, which 
moved as a whole. 

Had the fracture been higher up, 7. ¢., nearer 
the insertion of the tendon of the tensor-tympani 
muscle, the result must have been less satisfac- 
| tory, because the upper fragment of the malleus 
through tonic contraction of the muscle, would 
have been drawn inward, held down upon, and 
united to, the promontory. 


Bibliographical Note.—Menitre* reports the 
case of a gardener, who accidentally thrust a twig 
|of a pear tree into his ear. There was very 
| extensive laceration of the membrane, and the 
| several parts of the malleus, and with it the 
remnants of the membrane to which they were 
| attached could be plainly seen to move. The 
_ healing of this remarkable lesion occurred with- 
out ‘‘any special aid from art.’’ A short notice 
| of a similar case, without a history, accompanies 
|a specimen in Toynbee’s+ collection, now in 
| Hunter’s Museum of the College of Surgeons, of 
| London. 





Politzer,t up to 1869, had seen but one case: 
‘a wine merchant, while crossing his court, 
| was scratching his right ear with a pen holder, 
| when his elbow unexpectedly struck a door, 
| which stood open, driving the pen holder deep into 
| the ear. With a sharp cry ff pain he fell down, 

fainting, and did not recover for some minutes, 

Since then he has heard badly, and suffered from 
| constant ringing, especially when he lies upon 

the right side. When I saw the case, a year 

later, I was struck with the peculiar, distorted 

appearance of the manubrium, which at one 
| point, close beneath the short process, appeared 
| unusually thick and prominent, and from this 
| point out, as it were, twisted upon its axis. In 
short, I was convinced that the condition could 
only be the result of a united fracture of the 
handle of the malleus.”’ 

Hyrtl@ described an ununited fracture in the 
ear of a prairie dog (arctomys ludovicianus), also 
close beneath the neck of the malleus, and having 
a precisely similar appearance. 

r. R. ¥. Weir]|| describes a case of ununited 
fracture in a man, aged 82, who, four months pre- 
viously, had fallen fifteen feet into an open area- 
way. He was unconscious for nearly sixteen 
hours, and there was some hemorrhage from the 
right ear; the pain lasted for nearly a month, and 
tinnitus continues. There was no history ofa 
foreign body having entered the ear. The hear- 
ing power was diminished. The drum mem- 
brane was normal in color, but a strange irregu- 
larity in the long process of the malleus showed 
the bias to be really fractured a short distance 
below the short process. The Valsalvian experi- 
ment caused displacement of the fragments, 7. ¢., 
they came into apposition. 


* Gazette Médicale de Paris, 1856, No. 50. 


+ Catalogue of Preparations Illustrative of Diseases 
of the Ear. London, 1857, p. 68, No. 630. 


t “ Die Beleuchtungsbilderdes Trommelfells im Ges- 
— und Kranken Zustrande.” Von A.Politzer, Wien, 


| 
\ 6 
| 


§ Wiener Medicinische Wochenschrift, 1862, No. 11. 


|| Transactions of the American Otological Society, 
Newport, 1870. 
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Hinton* says, ‘‘a case of fracture of the mal- 
leus, with total loss of hearing, came under my 
notice, in a man who had placed in his ear the 
rod of the pendulum of a clock he was carry- 
ing, and received'a blow on his hand from a 
passer-by.’’ 

Case 2.—Traumatic Perforation of the Membrana 
Tympani. 


Ernst R., aged nineteen, student of pharmacy, 
presented himself complaining of deafness, tin- 
nitus, and pain, caused by an injury of the mem- 
brane which he had received in the following 
manner: While absorbed in taking notes upon an 
interesting lecture, he was suddenly seized with an 
intolerable itching in his right ear, which he sought 
to relieve with an unusually sharp-pointed pencil. 

_ An unfortunate jostle from his neighbor drove the 
instrument into his ear, causing an acute lancin- 
ating pain, which was followed by slight hemor- 
rhage, and more or less deafness, with tinnitus, 
like the singing of a tea-kettle. 

8. P., twenty-four hours after accident. Mea- 
tus red, and details of membrana tympani dis- 
tinctly visible. Intense congestion of handle of 
malleus and periphery of membrane, in the lower 

rtion of wei. and about half a line from 

ower end of malleus, was seen a dark spot 
em wey the size of a white mustard seed. 


elf-inflation lifted the plug of dried blood, and | : 


caused a shrill whistle and some pain. Hearing 
distance for the watch three feet (normal dis- 
tance for watch twenty feet). 

Treatment.—Directed a light pledget of cotton 
wool to be placed in the meatus, and worn when 
out of doors or at college. Applied tincture of 
iodine behind the ear, and cautioned the patient 

ainst violent blowing of the nose and straining 
efforts. The inflammatory symptoms rapidly 
subsided, and so did the annoying tinnitus. In 
a few days the dried coagulum fell from the site 
of the perforation, which remained marked by a 
dull white spot. 

A fortnight after the accident all traces of the 
injury had disappeared, the membrane appeared 
normal, and the watch was heard at twenty feet. 


Case 3.—F. Removed after havin 
tne tosnan 


J. C., aged fifty-two, farmer, Lawrence county, 
Pa., was awakened one summer’s night, three 
en ago, by a large bug which had crept into 

is right ear. He suffered agony from pain and 
distress, caused not only by the insect’s endeav- 
ors to escape, but also from the snapping noise 
it made. ach time the insect snapped, the noise 
was as if a pistol had been fired close to his ear. 
As speedily as possible his sensible wife filled 
his meatus with olive oil, and succeeded in kill- 
ing the insect. Having experienced complete 
relief, he again retired and slept until morning, 
when he sought the advice of a physician, who 
assured him that the bug had escaped with the su- 
perfluousoil. Feeling relieved in mind, he gave the 
accident no further consideration for at least six 
months, when increasing deafness and slight tin- 
nitus recalled it to him. He again sought medi- 
eal advice, but was reassured of the entire ab- 
sence of any foreign body. He himself persisted 


** The Questions of Aural Surgery.” By James Hin- 
ton. tendon, 1874. ac rasions 
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in the idea of the — presence in his ear, 
while his family, as well as his medical advisers, 
laughed at his persistence. While on a visit to 
this city, to accompany his daughter, who was 
being treated for aural disease, he narrated his 
story and suggested an examination. 

The meatus was large and straight, and at the 
bottom lay a black mass, having the appearance 
of a layer of impacted cerumen, which no amount 
of even forcible syringing would remove. Ac- 
cordingly, as we have always found advisable in 
cases where the first syringing failed to bring away 
any impacted material within the meatus, the 
head was leaned to one side by resting it upon a 
table, and the meatus filled with a warm solution 
of bicarbonate of soda in glycerine and water 
(gr.x of the former to f. 3 ss of each of the latter). 
After a half-hour’s soaking, a mass the size of a 
French bean was removed, by syringing. This 
mass, consistin princip liy of wax and epithe- 
lium, had imbedded a black bug, belonging to the 
Coleoptere (elater), familiarly known as the 
‘*blacksmith bug,’’ so often seen late in the 
summer, and which is attracted by artificial light. 
The insect, which was perfectly preserved, had 
its mandibles fixed in the epithelium of the der- 
moid layer of the membrana crave, which 
came away as an exfoliation. ith the removal 
of this foreign body the hearing, which had been 
aes was restored, and all tinnitus immedi- 
ately ceased. 

sitesi asides 
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NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Medical Society of the State of New York 
met Tuesday, February 4th, at the Old Capitol 
building, Alban , the President, D. B. St. John 
Roosa, in the chair, who delivered the annual 
address, on ‘‘ The Relations of the Medical Profes- 
sion to the State.’’ We greatly regret that the 
crowded condition of our columns precludes the 
possibility of giving the address in full, or even 
an adequate abstract. 
and fitting, being replete with timely hints and 
suggestions. The relations of the profession to 
the State were ably considered, under the follow- 
ing heads:— 

1. As Witnesses to aid in the Detection of 
Crime; or the breaking up of nuisances. 

2. As Defendants in Suits for Malpractice. 

8. As Educators of the. Physicians of the 
future. : 

4. As Managers of Institutions for the Care of 
the Sick and Injured. 

5. As Protectors of the Community from 
Quackery. 

6. As Sanitary Advisers to the Commonwealth. 

The address was attentively listened te through- 
out, and was highly commended. 

The following committees were announced :— 

Business Committee—Drs. J. C. Hutchinson, J. 
W. S. Gouley, James V. Kendall. 

Nominating Committee—Dr. E. R. Squibb. 

Committee on Ethics—Drs. W. C. Wey, E. M 
Moore, A. L. Sanders. 

Committee on Credentials—Drs. J. H. Hinton, 
| W. 8. Ely, D. Wolcott. : 
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Dr. Squibb read an answer to a paper which 
was presented at the last annual session, and also 
read a paper in relation to the proposed decen- 
nial convention for the revision of the United 
States Pharmacopeeia, to be held in Washington 
on the first Wednesday in May, 1880. In con- 
nection therewith, he offered a preamble and 
resolutions providing that the Nominating Com- 
* mittee present for election the names of three 
persons who shall constitute a delegation to rep- 
resent the State Society at the convention, they 
to report the expense incurred, the same to be 
paid by the Society. The subject was referred 
to the Publication Committee. 

Dr. Ely, of Rochester, followed with a paper 
on ‘‘Contracted Kidneys,’’ in which he cited 
several remarkable cases which had puzzled the 
doctors, but which were, without doubt, cases 
where patients were suffering from contracted 
kidneys. The paper was discussed at some length. 

Dr. Croke, of Otsego, offered a resolution ex- 
tending an invitation to the Governor and such 
Members of the Legislature as belong to the pro- 
fession, to participate in the proceedings of the 
Society. The resolution was adopted. 

The president announced the following Com- 
mittee on By-Laws: Drs. Wey, S. O. Vanderpoel 
and J. V. Kendall. 

An inquiry into the legality of a resolution 
passed hy the State Medical Society in 1872, re- 
quiring county medical societies to institute a 
preliminary examination of the qualifications of 
young men proposing to commence the study of 
— was referred to the Committee on By- 

saws. 

Dr. N. L, Snow, of Albany, then read a valu- 
able and instructive paper on ‘‘ Fracture of the 
Femur,’’ derived from a case treated by him. 
The paper was discussed at length and referred 
to the Publication Committee. 

Dr. A. Mercer followed with an instructive 
paper on ‘‘ Medical Education,’’ which was dis- 
cussed at considerable length. 

The next papers read were one on ‘‘ Tumor of 
the Cerebellum,’’ by Dr. George T. Stevens, of 
Albany, and one by Dr. Rockwell, of Brooklyn, 
on ‘Intracranial Tumor.”’ 
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AFTERNOON SESSION, 


The report of the Committee on By-Laws was 
read by the Chairman, received, and laid on the 
table. 

A report was made by Dr. Dimon, on ‘‘ Expert 
Witnesses.’’ Progress was reported and the 
committee continued. 

Papers were then read, as follows :— 

‘¢ Sections of the Brain,’’ with specimens, by 
‘Dr. John C. Dalton. 

‘Further Contributions on the Treatment of 
Lupus,” by Dr. Piffard. 

**Glaucoma,’’ by Dr. Webster, of New York. 
“Su Tesla in Glaucoma,”’ by Dr. 
T. R. Pooley, This paper was discussed by Drs. 
Noyse, Kneeland an Tom " 

‘Relations of the Medical Profession to 
Abuses of Public Charities, by Dr. Sturgis. 

Dr. H. P. Farnham moved that the Committee 
on By-Laws be requested to report the revised 
Lr ae of the Society of the County of New 
ork at this meeting. Carried. 


ea of 
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** Electrolysis,’’ by Dr. Fox. 

* Baptisia Tinctoria in Treatment of Typhoid 
Fever,’’ by. Dr. Lawrence Johnson, of New 
York. 

‘Laparotomy in Intestinal Obstructions,’’ by 

| Dr. Crevling, of Cayuga county. 

‘Dislocation of Acromial Extremity of the. 

| Clavicle,’’ by Dr. Walter B. Chase. 

‘* A Case of Instrumental Delivery,’’ by Dr. 
Joshua M. Gray. 

The Society then took a recess until eight 
o’clock P.M. 

EVENING SESSION. 

At eight o’clock the Society reconvened, the 
attendance being large. The Society listened to 
an excellent paper on ‘‘ Scientific Ghosts,’’ by 
Dr. John C. Dalton, which was followed by a 
paper on ‘ Ophthalmolo , with Illustrative Dem- - 
onstrations,’ i Dr. H. D. Noyes, of the Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical College, New York. 


Second and Third Days. 


The Committee on Publication reported in 
favor of sustaining the present plan of publishing 
the transactions of the Society. Adopted. 

Dr. Castle offered a resolution that the Society 
use the metric system in the transaction of its 
business. Carried. 

Numerous papers were presented and read, 
either by title or in full. An important one was 
| by Dr. E. R. Squibb, of Brooklyn, on ‘* The 
Adulteration of Food and Medicines;’’ he also 
presented a draft of a law for preventing adultera- 
tion, and for the appointment of a State Board 
of Health. The law defines the offences as fol- 
lows: (1 The adding of one or more substance 
to another, or others, whereby its strength, purity, 
quality or true value is reduced or eased such 
as corn meal in flour, chicory in coffee, terra 
alba in cream of tartar, and foreign substances 
in opium; (2) the substitution of one substance 
for another; such as artificial wines and liquors, 
mustard, and powdered colocynth seed for colo- 
cynth; (8) the abstraction of any part or sub- 
stance so as to reduce its value; such as cream 
| from milk, thymol from oil of thyme, ete.; (4) 
| the application of the name of any substance to 
| any am or parts thereof; such as oleomargarine 
| for butter, potato starch for arrowroot, and 
| dead oil for carbolic acid; (5) the presence in 
| any substance of any impurity; such as dirt in 
| all food and medicine, and metallic salts in canned 
| provisions; (6) the admixture of different quali- 

ties of the same substance, with intent to deceive; 
such as damaged wheat in flour, and garden 

| rhubarb in medicinal rhubarb; (7) the debase- 
| ment or dilution of any substance, to reduce its 
| intrinsic value; (8) the coloring, coating, polish- 
| ing, powdering, or other alteration in the physi- 
cal condition or sensible properties of any sub- 
| stance; and (9) the giving or selling, or offering 
| for sale, or having in possession, of any adulter- 
| ated article, by manufacturers or dealers. The 
roposed law also provides a penalty, not exceed- 

| ing $200 for the first offence, and imprisonment 
for the second. The State Board of Health is to. 

| be selected by the Governor, to consist of two 
| physicians, one chemist and physicist, one lawyer 
| and one business man. The Board is to appoint 
' a board of inspectors and board of prosecution, 
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to detect and prosecute violations of the law. 
The President and Secretary are to receive $8000 
annually, the members $2000, and the inspectors 
and preemies $4000 each. Referred. 

Officers for the following year were elected as 
follows :— 

President—Henry D. Didama, Syracuse. 
¥ it aaa t—Nathaniel C. Husted, New 

ork. 


Periscope. 





Secretary—Wm. M. Smith, Manlius. 
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Treasurer—Chas. H. Porter, Albany. 

Censors—J. W. 8. Gourley, New York; Geo. 
J. Fisher, Sing Sing; Edward H. Parker Pough- 
keepsie; John J. Shaver, Little Falls; Norman 
L. Snow, Albany; E. D. Ferguson, Troy; M. M. 
Bagg, Utica; Geo. W. Cooke, Otego; Chas. G. 
Bacon, Fulton; C. C. Wykoff, Buffalo; Harvey 
Jewett, Canandaigua; EK. V. Stoddard, Roch- 
ester. 








EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





PERISCOPE. 


Poultices in Rheumatic Arthritis. 


Dr. Dieulafoy, in an article inserted in the 
Gaz. ire for November 29, observes 
that a considerable number of cases of inflam- 
mation of the joints pass into the chronic condi- 
tion. Among scrofulous and lymphatic subjects, 
p \rsons having gonorrhea, and in women during 
tl.e puerperal condition, arthritis has a great ten- 
dency to assume the chronic form. For this 
condition he recommends poultices. 

According to the size of the joint, from one 
and a half to two kilogrammes of bread (two 
kilogrammes being required for the knee joint, and 
one sufficing for the wrist) are to be cut into 
pieces, care being taken to remove the hard por- 
tions of the crust; and these pieces are to be 
steeped in water for about a quarter of an 
hour. By this time the bread is saturated with 
water, and a portion of this is to be pressed out 
by means of a cloth or napkin, so as to leave the | 
bread merely in a moist state. So prepared, the 
bread is placed in a water bath (baleanavts), 
where it should remain three hours; and when 
it is taken out it forms a kind of dry paste, which 
is to be moistened gradually by the addition of 
spirit of camphor. This mass is to be kneaded 
or about five minutes, until it has acquired the 
tolerably firm consistence of ‘‘ plum pudding,”’ 
or of glazier’s putty. Here, indeed, is the deli- 
cate part in the preparation of the cataplasm, a 
firm consistence being essential ; for if it is too 
soft it will become too diffused by the compres- 
sion exerted over the joint, while if too hard it 
ceases to be homogeneous, breaking up into 
fragments, the indurated portions irritating the 
skin. The attainment of this consistence must 
be very carefully attended to, the tendency of 
those unaccustomed to the preparation of the 
cataplasm always being to make it too soft, either 
because they have not sufficiently pressed the 
water out of the bread before placing it in the 
bath, or that they have poured over it too rapidl 
too much of the camphorated spirit. The poul- 
tice thus prepared is to be spread upon a piece 
of cloth, the shape of an elongated mt of 
sufficient size to allow the entire joint to be en- 
veloped in it. It is desirable that the edges of 
the cataplasm should be at least a centimeter in 





thickness, in order to avoid the rapid dessiceation 
which takes place when the edges are thin. Over 
the surface of the cataplasm is spread a very 
liquid mixture, composed of camphor, seven 
mmes, extract of opium and extract of bella- 
onna, of each five grammes, and alcohol, q. s. 
It is to be applied direct to the joint, and covered 
with oiled aalk. The whole is fixed, and a some- 
what energetic compression is exerted by means 
of a flannel bandage, several meters in length, 
a calico bandage of the same — being 
applied over the flannel one, the length of these 
two bandages depending upon the dimensions of 
the cataplasm, which has to cover the entire 


joint; and, to prevent their detachment, the 


folds may be sewn together. The compression 
exerted must be considerable, but not to the ex- 
tent of producing cedema. So applied, the band- 
age should remain on eight or ten days, and on 
its being then removed, it is found to be as fresh, 
moist, and pleasant smelling as when first put 
on, the skin upon which it has reposed being in 
a perfectly healthy state. 


The Treatment of Diphtheria. . 


Dr. D. D. Hovell writes to the Lancet— 

The late Mr. John Scott used to treat severe 
cases of cynariche with ‘‘a scavenger’’—viz., 
calomel, jalap, and scammony, after which they 
usually got well. Looking at a diphtheritic throat 
one day, I said to myself, Why should I not give 
this patient a scavenger? I did so, and remarked 
that the subsequent course of the disease was 
certainly cut short. Ihave since adopted the 
plan, and invariably found that the same good 
results have followed; the tendency to fresh de- 

sits has much diminished, and in many cases 
is wholly prevented. I can call to mind more 
than one case in which the attempt at a fresh 
deposit was clear, but very feeble. 

nhappily I have seen a good deal of diph- 
theria at different times since its appearance in 
this country, about twenty-two years ago, and 
have treated it, on the whole, not unsuccessfully, 
but it was only about a year ago that the above 
circumstances almost accidentally forced the con- 
viction on my mind that ¢limination of the poison 
ought to be the first object in treatment. 

ow this elimination takes place through the . 
bowels I know not, but diphtheria is a disease 
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of blood-poisoning, and there is no reason why 
the poison should not be eliminated through the 
bowels, any less or more than in enteric fever— 
in throat fever than in bowel fever. I cannot re- 
fuse the evidence of my experience, that since I 
have adopted the practice of purging at the outset 
the course of the disease has been invariably 
more favorable, nor the testimony of those who 
declare that the dejections thus produced are 
abominably offensive. At any rate, the practical 
effect of ‘the scavenger’’ recommends itself to 
my mind in a much higher degree than the scien- 
tific inaction of temporizing and waiting till the 
disease has run its course, however masterly such 
inaction may appear; or than the inferior, but by 
no means futile plan, of trying to neutralize the 
effects of the poison. Invaluable as the scientific 
knowledge is, it ought not to stop short, nor rest 
content, without improvement in practice. 

Elimination, then, (1) through the bowels, (2) 
through the kidneys. Chlorate of potash drinks 
should be given frequently, incessantly. Where 
the nose is affected, the same solution or that of 
permanganate of ps should be drawn up fre- 
quently through the nostrils, so as thoroughly to 
cleansethem. When the patient cannot swallow, 
nutrient enemata should be given four times a 
day; not too frequently if they are to be retained. 
For this, nothing is better than Dr. Munk’s mix- 
ture, a tumblerful of milk gruel, a new-laid egg, 
a tablespoonful of brandy. 


An Operative Measure for the Arrest of Commencing 
Pyemia. 


H. Kraussold, in the Archiv fiir Klin. Chir., 
Band xxii, relates that a man, aged twenty-nine, 
had his leg broken, through direct violence. The 
limb, which was swollen before the application 
of the bandage, continued to increase in size 
after its removal, so that after some months it 
measured ten inches in circumference more than 
the other. All the symptoms indicated the pres- 
sure of arapidly growingsarcoma; the limb was, 
therefore, amputated close above the knee. There 
had been no pulsation or other sign of aneurism ; 
but an examination revealed the presence of a 
large aneurismal communication between the pos- 
terior tibial artery and the popliteal vein. Re- 
peated attacks of secondary hemorrhage from the 
femoral artery necessitated operative procedures, 
which could no longer be carried out under anti- 
septic precautions. The wound became foul, 
and the patient had a rigor on the fourth day. 
The suspicion that suppuration had taken place 
in the veins was confirmed by the circumstance 
that, after removing the ligature and withdraw- 
ing a coagulum, a discolored fluid could be pressed 
out from the veins lying exposed in the wound. 
As the vein appeared to be intact in the neigh- 
borhood of Puapert’s ligament—at least, there 
was no thrombosis or tenderness on pressure at 
that part—it was laid bare ; and, after the appli- 
cation of a double ligature, a piece, two or dove 
centimeters (about an inch) long, lying between 
the ligatures, was excised. The femoral artery 
was also tied at the same spot. The operation, 
which was performed under antiseptic precautions 
a quarter of an hour after the occurrence of the 


Periscope. 





[Vol. xl. 


rigor, was attended with the happiest results. 
There ws no further rigor; the amputation 
wound soon became clean; and healing was 
somewhat retarded by suppuration along the 
sheath ‘of the vessels. Herr Kraussold collects 
a few analogous cases from medical literature, 
and points out the circumstances under which a 
similar proceeding may be followed with proba- 
bility of success in cases of purulent venous 
thrombosis. It is probably applicable only to 
the extremities, and requires an exact diagnosis. 
It is, of course, most certain when the vein in the 
injured part can be exposed and its conditions 
ascertained, as occurred in the present case. 
The earlier one operates, the greater are the 
chances of success; if thrombosis be already 
formed in the most central part to which a liga- 
ture can be applied, operation is useless. 


The Cause of Deformity in Fracture of the Lower 
End of the Radius. 


It is a well known and generally acknowledged 
fact, that a fracture of the radius can often only 
be diagnosed by the very characteristic deformity 
which takes place in the lower extremity of the 
bone. There are, however, cases in which this 
deformity cannot be proved, and in consequence 
the diagnosis must be very uncertain. M. Schmit 
(Revue Mensuelle de Médecine et de Chirurgie, for 
November) has tried to diminish this difficulty 
by showing that the age of the patient, the height 
from which he fel], and the amount of the injury 
sustained, are more or less closely connected 
with the absence of this deformity. The author 
has made many experiments, the result of which 
he quotes as re Amt The deformity can be dem- 
onstrated in about one-half of the cases as long 
as the epiphysis and the bone are not yet firmly 
joined together. Between the age of twenty and 
forty deformity is quite the rule ; the exceptions 
are very rare, perhaps only five per cent. With 
advancing age, however, this tendency to de- 
formity grows less; after sixty, it is only met 
with as an exception, especially in women, where 
it appears in eleven out of thirty. In order to 
discover why this characteristic deformity does 
not take place in fractures of the inferior extrem- 
ity of the radius in old men, and especially in 
women after sixty, M. Schmit has repeated the 
experiments performed by Nélaton, Lecomte, 
and Tillaux, in addition to his own. He has 
come to the conclusion that in all these cases de- 
formity is prevented by the want of resistance in 
the radius of the aged, which is caused by the 
increasing thinning of the substance of the bone. 


me eet te 6 ee & See « 
Urine. 


Dr. P. C. Russell gives these cases in the 
British Medical Journal :— 

Case 1.—A married woman, aged 35, was at- 
tacked by acute albuminuria. The disease re- 
sisted the usual remedies. She became extremel 
cedematous, with congestion or cedema of bot 
lungs. Respiration was rapid; the pulse weak 
and rapid. She became semi-comatose, and 
there was suppression of the urine for thirty-six 
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hours. The case appeared hopeless; but, hav- 
ing read in the British Medical Journal a case 
in which the external use of digitalis was effec- 
tual in restoring the secretion of urine, I deter- 
mined to try it. - I ordered half-an-ounce of the 
tincture on a large linseed-meal poultice, to be 
*P lied to the abdomen. Next day I was agree- 
ably surprised to find her vastly iraproved, quite 
conscious, and cheerful. The cedema was very 
much diminished. Respiration was easy, and 
the pulse nearly natural. I was informed that 
in one hour after the application a copious flow 
of urine commenced and continued all night, and 
what was very remarkable, the urine, which the 
day before contained a large quantity of albumen, 
was now quite free from it. Convalescence was 
rapid, and she is now quite well. 

Case 2.—A man, upward of fifty years of age, 
much addicted to the use of ardent spirits, after 
a bout of drinking, was seized with violent pain 
in the frontal region, attended with delirium, 
quick pulse, and fever, followed by imperfect 
hemiplegia in the left side. Next day he be- 
came comatose, and the urine was suppressed. 
The digitalis poultice was applied, and in the 
course of six hours urine was secreted and passed 
in large quantity, and the coma gradually disap- 
peared. He improved in every respect for two 
days, when the urine was again suppressed and 
coma again set in. The digitalis poultice was 
again effectual in ne consciousness, and 
the man gradually recovered,. still slightly hemi- 
plegic; but he has since gradually recovered the 
use of his limbs, and is now able to follow the 
occupation of a weaver. 


The Organization of Thrombus. 

The results of aseries of investigations under- 
taken upon a large number of animals have re- 
cently been published by P. Baumgarten. His 
method of proceeding, as given in the Central- 
blatt fiir Chirurgie, was to isolate a considerable 
portion of the vessel, and to surround it com- 
pletely with blunt hooks. Two threads were then 
passed round the vessel at a distance of about an 
inch, the peripheric one bcing first tied in the 
case of the artery, the central in the case of the 
vein. To the wall of the part included between 
the ligatures a little cinnabar suspended in a 2 

er cent. solution of carbolic acid was te 

he cutaneous wound was sutured with carbolized 
silk. The animals were killed at various inter- 
vals after the operation, and careful macroscopic 
and microscopic observations made. The con- 
clusions at which he arrived were—The so-called 
organization of a thrombus consequent on liga- 
ture is due to two essentially different processes. 
First; to a growth of the endothelium of the 
vessel; and, secondly, to an inflammatory out- 

owth of the vascular wall and of the adjoining 
tissue, which penetrates into the cavity of the 
vessel from the point of ligature and from lateral 
fissures, and ultimately through and from the un- 
injured wall of the vessel itself. It is to the de- 
velopment of blood vessels in this last material 
alone that Baumgarten attributes the organiza- 
tion or vascularization of the thrombus. 


—A new edition of Napheys’ Surgical Thera- 
peutics is in press. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 
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Reviews AND Book NorICces. 
NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 

—tThe price of Clapp’s Handbook of Aus- - 
cultation, noticed last week, is not $2.00, as then 
stated, but $1.50; the price as first given having 
been reduced. 


—The first number of the Index Medicus is 
all and more than we expected. It is an elabo- 
rate, admirably arranged and beautifully printed 
analytical catalogue of the current medical litera- 
ture of the world, far more complete than was 
ever before attempted. Subscription $3.00 per 
annum. Published by F. Leypoldt, 87 Park Row, 
New York. 


——A timely and able study of post-mortem © 
delivery is presented by Dr. Edward L. Duer, of 
this city, in alate reprint. He gives a full table 
of operations of the kind, and urges on the pro- 
fession that no hesitation should be felt, and no 
obstacle, on the part of relatives, be allowed to 
interfere with the prompt performance of uterine 
section, when the child is viable after the moth- 
er’s decease. 


—tThe annual address of Dr. John M. Me- 
Kown, President of the Esculapian Society of 
Wabash Valley, has been published by the Society. 
He discusses the making of doctors, to which he 
thinks there is no end, and recommends an im- 
provement in the manufacture; not so much by 
‘‘ raising the standard’’ in the medical schools, 
as by insisting on a more thorough preparatory - 
education of the youth who aspire toanm.p. He 
has certainly hit the nail on the head, and we 
would that his words found attention in all fac- 
ulties. 


——Dr. W. O’Daniel, in his address as Presi- 
dent of the Medical Association of Georgia, 
(8vo, pp. 8) urges the same point as Dr. McKown, 
above referred to. He says:— 

‘‘Many incapable young men could be dis- 
suaded from an undertaking of such doubtful 
propriety, to say the least of it, until the requisite 
proficiency had been attained by proper prepara- 
tion before commencing the study of medicine. 

‘This is a plain duty, one which we conscien- 
tiously owe to unqualified students, one which 
we owe to the medical profession, one which we 
owe to the medical colleges of the country, and 
last, but by no means least, do we owe it, espe- 
cially, to the poor, unsuspecting victims of these 
incompetent aspirants for professional honors.’’ 
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BOOK NOTICES. | 


Transactions of the American Ophthalmological | 
Society ; 12th, 13th and 14th Annual Meetings, 
1876, 1877 and 1878. New York. Published 
by the Society, 1878. 

The close and creditable attention which 
American ophthalmologists have been giving to 
the higher branches of their special department 
of research is well illustrated by the character 
of papers which make up the present volume. 
Thus we find, in the matter of refinement in di- | 
agnosis, some excellent suggestions for the em- 
ployment of the stereoscope in testing binocular 
vision, by Dr. John Green; a useful modifica- | 
tion of the ophthalmoscope, by Dr. E. G. Lor- | 

| 





ing; improvements in the diagnosis of refrac- 
tion, by Dr. Wm. Thomson. On the subject of | 
treatment we should particularize Dr. Arthur | 
Mathewson’s paper on nitrous oxide as an anes- 
thetic; Dr. C. R. Agnew’s suggestion of a 
curved knife for certain strictures of the canali- 
culus, ete. Drs. Wadsworth and Putnam, of 
Boston, contribute some valuable observations | 
on the intra-ocular circulation; and cases of 
interest are reported.by Drs. George Strawbridge, 
J.S. Priout, H. W. Williams, C. S. Bull, J. J. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 


* {Vol. xl. 


potent agent posture is and may be made. The 
naturally loose and often relaxed condition of 
the pelvic organs render them peculiarly sus- 
ceptible to the influence of gravity, and we hope 
that Dr. Aveling, or some one not less competent, 
will extend this study of medical physics to a 
consideration of the influence of gravity and 
pressure on all the pathological changes of the 
economy. Such a study could not fail to prove 
most beneficial. 


On the Treatment of Pulmonary Consumption by 
Hygiene, Climate and Medicine. With an 
Appendix on the Sanitaria of the United States, 
Switzerland, and the Balearic Islands. By 
James Henry Bennett, m.p., ete. Third Edi- 
tion. Philadelphia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 1879. 
8vo, pp. 286. Price $2.50. 

Dr. Bennett’s views have been long known and 
much respected,and no doubt, as he says, they have 
exerted a positive influence on the treatment of 
pulmonary disease, both in England and France. 
That he over-estimates his favorite climate of the 
Riviera, we have long felt convinced, from actual 
observations of patients, and from the meteoro- 
logical facts, accessible to all, about that climate. 
In fact, the Riviera is very much of a humbug. 





B. Vermyne, R. H. Derby, L. 8. Dixon, D. | go of mich that he states in this book on climate, 
Webster, G. T. Stevens, and others. ' it must be said that it is incomplete and one-sided. 
The Influence of Posture on Women in Gynecic and The title page itself is misleading. All that he 
Obstetric Practice. By J. H. Aveling, m.p. | ae about Pesnap soap oa ae egg 
7 P ° ; | 18 a few extracts from the book of Dr. Walton, o 
Philadelphia, Lindsay ” Blakiston, 1879. | Cincinnati; in regard to Switserland, only the 
Cloth, 8vo, pp. 182. Price, $2.00. , notes of ashort tour in the eastern cantons. 
The action of gravity and pressure are the two | Wifile in hygiene, food, dress and exercise, his 
factors which impart to posture its influence on | directions are valuable, there does not seem that 
the economy. How enormously they do work discrimination of cases which facts require; and 
together for good or for evil, especially evil, the pathology of the book, being that of the Edin- 
never occurred to us until we began to read Dr. burgh school of twenty years ago, will by many 
Aveling’s agreeable and instructive pages. _ be considered to be antiquated. 


After considering the general effects which the | 
Section Cutting; A Practical Guide to the Freparation 


various postures exert on the limbs and viscera, | 
he discusses the displacements of the pelvic or- 
gans produced by posture; next the hyperemic 
disorders of the same organs from the same 
cause; then the influence of posture on func- 


and Mounting of Sections for the Microscope, 
special prominence being given to the subject 
of Animal Sections. By Dr. Sylvester Marsh. 
With Illustrations. Philadelphia, Lindsay & 


tion ; posture as indicating abnormal conditions , 
of the pelvic organs; its use in gynecic examina- 
tions and operations ; and finally, how it may be 
advantageously called in, inthe various proced- | The purpose of this little book is so fully set 
ures of obstetrics. ‘ forth in the title page, which we give above, that 

Although much on this subject is to be found it calls for no further remark than that it ap- 
scattered about in text books and medical jour- | pears clearly and intelligently written, very well 
nals, surely no one will have derived from such adapted to its purpose, and will be appreciated 
casual mention the full appreciation of what a by microscopists. 


Blakiston, 1879. Price 80 
cents. 


18mo, pp. 87. 
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COSMETIC PREPARATIONS. 


This is a branch of pharmacy which is rarely 
awarded much attention by medical men, and 
yet certainly deserves more than it receives. 
The ordinary reader has little notion of the im- 
mense proportions of the trade in this branch of 
chemicals. But if he will glance over the col- 
umns of almost any newspaper, or inquire of the 
proprietor of a drug store, he will be astonished 
to note the amount of capital which changes 
hands in this channel. 

Needless to say, most of the consumers belong 
to that sex in which personal charms are a 
hereditary privilege, and their preservation and 
augmentation a sort of social duty. The com- 
plexion, the hair, the teeth, the figure, are 
jointly and severally the objects of improvement 
by the enterprising manufacturer ; and, of course, 
acting on the sound old maxim, omme ignotum 
pro mirifico, the wondrous discoveries which he 
alleges to have made in the domain of the beauty- 
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and protects by all the paraphernalia of copy. 
rights, patents and trademarks. 

Yet now and then the inquisitive chemist sets 
about inquiring what these mysteries are, and 
always with the same results, to wit, that the 
alleged discovery is nothing more than some 
very familiar substance or combination, some- 
times quite as well adapted to the purpose as 
anything he could suggest, sometimes wholly 
inert, but not otherwise objectionable than as a 
cheat, occasionally positively and really danger- 
ous to health and life. No doubt most of our 
readers are aware that lead in various forms is 
a constituent of numerous preparations for ‘‘ re- 
taining the color’’ of the hair, for restoring ‘‘ the 
bloom of youth,’”’ and for whitening the skin. 

What is called ‘‘violet powder’’ has lately 
been the subject of legal investigation in Eng- 
land. Some idea of its enormous consumption 
among the lower classes may be had from the 
fact, stated under oath, that one single firm sells, 
even in these hard times, 86,000 one-ounce pack- 
ages, at a penny each, per week. By the unin- 
itiated violet powder is supposed to be some kind 
of starch, finely powdered, and aromatized with 
orris root, the odor of which faintly resembles 
that of the sweet violet. But the enterprising 
manufacturer, it appears, simply takes chalk and 
plaster-of-Paris, grinds them together by the ton, 
aromatizes with a cheap essential oil, and with 
a neat cover and handsome label, puts his ware 
on the market. . , 


The London Chemist and Druggist published, 
last year, a large number of formule of secret 
preparations which had been analyzed by a 
German chemist and apothecary, Mr. Epwarp 
Hany. From these, which we presume to be 
generally correct,we can derive a fair idea of the 
large proportion of these cosmetic preparations 
which belong to the two last classes we men- 
tioned, the inert and the dangerous. Thus 
quoting at random, we find that the ‘‘ Chinese 
alabaster tablets’’ are nothing but carbonate of 
lime; the ‘‘ Parisian albion,’’ which is warranted 
to preserve the skin white and free from wrinkles, 


preserving arts he sedulously shrouds in secrecy, | contains chloride of lead and calomel; the ‘‘anti- 
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sudin,’’ to prevent fetid perspiration, is simply 
powdered alum; a “‘beard cultivating powder”’ 
is simple cerate rubbed up with a little powdered 
Peruvian bark; a ‘‘ beard cultivating tincture”’ 
consists of common salt dissolved in spirits and 
water flavored with mace; a ‘‘ beautifying pow- 
der’’ is composed of marble dust and dry, pulver- 
ized, white clay; ‘‘snow-white enamel,’’ for the 
complexion, is a solution of lead carbonate; an 
‘‘epidermaton,’’ for freckles, etc., is a solution 
of benzoic acid and ammonia; and so on through 
a long list of the cosmetics, hair dyes, hair re- 
storers, tooth washes, enamels, etc., advertised 
so generously. 

The fact is evident, from a study of this list, 
that in very few instances are the best combina- 
tions known to pharmacy sold by these vendors 
of secret means, but nearly always the one and 
only guide to their choice is cheapness of ingre- 
dients. Now the desire to ‘repair the irrepar- 
able ravages of years,’’ as RAcINE so well phrases 
it, is natural, innocent, even commendable ; and 
it were but fair to the public that they be pro- 
tected from such gross, unscrupulous and often 
dangerous imposition as we have above indi- 
cated. 

To accomplish this, rigid sanitary inspection 
under a general State law is what is needed. 
The formule of all secret preparations, with 
samples, should be filed in an office for the pur- 
pose, not open to public search (for it were vain 
to try to prevent such secrecy); and repeated 
tests by official analysts should be made of all 
such goods offered on sale. Such action is prob- 
ably a long way off; but for all that the goal 
should be kept in view, no matter how long the 
course. 


NoTeEs AND COMMENTS. 


Adulterated Chloroform. 

At a late meeting of the Academy of Medicine, 
of Paris, M. Maurice Perrin called the attention 
of the members to the accidents determined by 
the use of adulterated chloroform. He remarked 
that this agent of anesthesia was much less to 
be relied upon than in former years, and this 
was probably due to the fact that the tax upon 
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alcohol had been considerably augmented some 
few years ago. He had observed that it was now 
sometimes necessary to submit the patients to 
inhalation for twenty or thirty minutes, in order to 
obtain the effects, whereas before five to six min- 
utes generally sufficed. Indeed, in some cases 
he had not been able to obtain anesthesia at all, 
and that with chloroform taken from private 
pharmacies. He also remarked that before it 
was an exceptional occurrence to have vomiting, 
but that now it was the rule. Finally, he had 
seen two cases where death was very nearly the 
result of the administration of adulterated chlo- 
roform. He had tested several samples of chlo- 
roform, and in each case he had discovered the 
mahogany-red tint which is the characteristic of 
the impure agent. When he had these purified, 
he did not meet with any of the accidents he had 
spoken of. 


Theory of Death in Septiceemia and Charbon. 


M. Colin, lately, at the Academy of Medicine 
of Paris, advanced the following theory on the 
causes of death in the different septiceemic and 
anthracoid affections: He first attempted to es- 
tablish, by a series of observations and experi- 
ments upon animals, that the cause of the death 
of animals from these diseases does not result 
from either the hindrance to the movement of the 
blood in the capillaries, or from the asphyxia due 
to the absorption by bacteria of the oxygen which 
should go to the corpuscles, or from the depres- 
sion of the temperature of the animal, or from 
the combination of all these causes. It is rather 
to be sought in the changes in the properties of 
the blood. The increased viscidity prevents the 
absorption of oxygen; the fibrine is soft; the 
globules allow their hemoglobin to escape ; it 
can no longer stimulate properly the nerve-cen- 
tres, or the heart, or the other muscles. 


The Soda Treatment of Burns. 

A writer in an exchange thus sums up the 
arguments pro and con this method (the discov- 
ery of which is claimed by Dr. Waters, of St. 
Louis) :— 

Points in its favor: (1) Itis an exceedingly 
clean application; (2) the soothing effect is 
instantaneous; (8) for slight burns it is admir- 
able. Points against its general adoption: (1) 
The ‘‘ soda’’ solution requires to be ice-cold, ap- 
pearing to part with its soothing quality the 
instant its temperature is raised, as by immersion 
in it, so that the relief afforded is but moment- 
ary; (2) the quantity of bicarbonate required 
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may be enormous, according to the extent of 
injury inflicted, nothing short of a saturated solu- 
tion being of the slightest good; (3) if the burn 
should necessitate an unsparing resort to cold 
water, it may cause the blood to congest on the 
internal organs; (4) the prescriber must be well 
assured that he selects the bicarbonate, the ordi- 
nary carbonate Scotch soda, washing soda, or 
soda of the shops, being far too irritant and 
caustic to be applied to a raw, highly sensitive 
surface. 





CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Frequency of Hepatic Abscess. 
Ep. Men. anp Surc. Reporter :— 


My attention has been directed to your edi- 
torial of November 30th. Please permit me, 
through your columns, to call attention to cer- 
tain matters of fact, wherein my views are incor- 
rectly reported. 

As to the difference between Dr. Hammond and 
myself, in regard to the relative frequency of 
hepatic abscesses and their symptomatology ; 
this is a matter of clinical observation and experi- 
ence, concerning which your readers are as com- 
_ petent to form a conclusion as either Dr. Ham- 

mond or myself. 

In the Mississippi Valley abscess of the liver is 
not infrequent among certain classes met with in 
hospital practice; in private practice it is rare. 
Dr. Gross, Sr., of your city, tells me that he has 
not met with a single case during his twenty-two 
years’ residence in Philadelphia. I do not dis- 
pute the proposition that hepatic abscess often 

ists with marked symptoms. Had Dr. Ham- 
mond contented himself with this declaration it 
would not have been challenged by me, but he 

oes so far as to assert that “‘the fundamental 
esion is either indicated by no symptoms what- 
ever, or by insignificant derangements which are 
easily overlooked.’’ Now I did say, and would 
repeat, that this proposition is at variance with 
the experience of all other observers. 

But the point on which I wish particularly to 
set myself right is, as you say, ‘‘a very important 
one,’’ and on which you state that ‘‘ Drs. Ham- 
mond and Coles differ wholly,’’ and that is, 
‘‘whether aspirating the liver is dangerous or 
not, providing it is done skillfully, with caution, 
and at the proper point.’’ This sentence is, 
indeed, incomprehensible to me, in view of the 
fact that nowhere in my paper do I raise the 

uestion of ‘‘danger’’ as an argument against 

r. Hammond. And it is because I am so par- 
tial to the aspirator, when legitimately employed, 
that I cannot permit my views to be misrepre- 
sented in reference to it. 

There are two points concerning this instru- 
ment on which Br. Hammond and I ‘ differ 
wholly.’? (1) In regard to the employment of 
the aspirator for diagnostic purposes e erein it 
is simply invaluable), I say (page 10) that ‘‘ no 
one is justifiable in puncturing the liver unless 
he has a reasonable conviction that it is the seat 
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I state distinctly the circumstances 
under which I would consider the procedure 
justifiable. I also state what Dr. Hammond 
considers a ‘‘ reasonable’ ground for puncture ; 
under the assumption that such abscesses fre- 
quently result from certain brain disturbances, 
he lays down the proposition, “‘that in all cases 
of hypochondria or melancholia the region of 
the liver should be carefully explored, and that 
even if no fluctuation be detected, or any other 
sign of abscess be discovered, aspiration, being a 
harmless operation, should be performed.’’(!) 
I certainly have no objection to being reported 
as ‘‘differing wholly’’ with Dr. Hammond in 
this matter. (2.) Dr. Hammond advocates the 
treatment of hepatic abscesses by aspiration. 
My paper was unfavorable to this method ; not 
because simple puncture of the liver was directly 
or necessarily ‘‘dangerous,’’ but because it has 
been generally unsuccessful. Since the publica- 
tion of my paper other observers have stated 
their experience, which overwhelmingly sustains 
my position. The experience of all the latest 
authorities (except Dr. Hammond) has led them 
sooner or later to abandon simple and repeated 
aspirations, not on account of the dangers inci- 
dent to the operation itself, but from the lament- 
able fact that their patients nearly all die; 
whereas, when drainage is superadded, an en- 
couraging majority get well. 
St. Louis, Mo. Wa ter Cougs, M.D. 


of abscess.’’ 


Puerperal Convulsions. 


Ep. Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 

In the Reporter of January 11th, page 42, is 
the report of a case of puerperal convulsions, 
in which the writer asks your opinion as to the 
course of treatment pursued. Permit me to say 
that in my experience forced delivery has never 
seemed to do any good in these cases, only by 
the amount of blood lost during the operation. 
That the pathology in nearly all such cases is 
hyperemia of the brain, which will terminate in 
fatal effusion before the necessary abstraction of 
blood to prevent it has been obtained by this 
method. That the sine gua non in most (I would 
not say quite all) is the ee peng of the ‘‘lost 
art’’ promptly and thoroughly, with no reference 
to quantity, but to the effect upon the circulation. 
It is not claimed that albuminuria may not be 
the cause of this frightful ailment sometimes, but 
he who depends upon treatment based upon that 
hypothesis, in every case where he finds albumin- 
ous urine in a pregnant woman laboring under 
this affection, will make a most stupid blunder. 
Chloroform, chloral hydrate, and potass. bro- 
mide, are but palliatives. Forced delivery is use- 
ful just in proportion to the uterine hemorrhage 
attendant upon it. The delivery per se. amounts 
to nothing. 

Hemorrhage from the median basilic vein is 
entirely manageable; can be repeated at will, and 
above all, is quickly obtained, and time is more 
than money in these cases. 

I would not say that blood letting is indicated 
in all cases; that active hyperemia of the brain 
is always the cause of the symptoms. But judg- 
ing from the standpoint of a pretty wide experi- 
ence in country practice, the exceptions are rare 
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and easy of detection. 


I know of nothing so in- 
dis 


nsable in most cases. 

hat is done, must be done quickly. There 
is no time for the slower modes of depletion. 
The golden opportunity is just now. The brain 
must be relieved of the pressure of its distended 
blood vessels at once, or effusion or extravasa- 
tion will surely take place. And then, ‘ in 
spite of external heat, stimulants, &c,’’ as your 


correspondent says, the convulsions will return, 
and the patient will die. 
S. M. Hamitron, m.p. 


The Chlorine Mixture in Scarlet Fever and Diph- 
theria. 


Ep. Mep. anv Sure. Reporter :— 


In the lectures of Dr. Thomas Watson he 
recommends a solution of chlorate of potassa in 
water (a drachm to the pint), asa drink for pa- 
tients in scarlet fever and in typhoid forms of 
continued fever. He says, ‘‘ chlorine has been 
strongly impressed upon my notice in several 
forms of scarlet fever.’ 

In the fourth volume of the Medical Gazette 
Messrs. Taynton & Williams, of Bromley, write 
in high praise of this remedy. 

The formula is: Two drachms of chlorate of 
ome are to be dissolved in two ounces of hy- 

rochloric acid, previously diluted with two 
ounces of distilled water. The solution must 
be put immediately into a stoppered bottle, and 
kept in adark place. Two drachms of this solu- 
tion, mixed with a pint of distilled water, con- 
stitute the chlorine mixture, of which a table- 
spoonful or two, according to the age of the 
patient, may be given for a dose, and frequently 
repeated. 

n my own practice I have used this mixture 
for many years in cases of scarlet fever, and with 
considerable benefit to my patients, but I neglected 
it for a long time and med other remedies. Re- 
cently, however, my attention has again been 
called to its use in diphtheria. I have had con- 
siderable experience in this fearful form of dis- 
ease. In one locality in one of the rural districts 
of our city, in a compassof about one square mile, 
I had nine severe cases of diphtheria, and other 
physicians had cases in the same locality. Inm 
cases I used the chlorine mixture freely, an 
with great benefit to my patients. Out of the nine, 
two died, of the most malignant%type of the dis- 
ease. One, a boy of nine years 4 yen was the 
worst case I ever saw. It was in the month of 
September, and the mosquitoes were very bad in 
the neighborhood. Wherever one of them bit 
the child the skin turned purple. 

I have had considerable difficulty in procurin 
the chlorine mixture from the druggists, as 
found none who kept the article already pre- 
pared, and when I would write for chlorate of 
potassa and muriatic acid I always procured a 
mixture as clear as water. My formulais— 


RK  Potassa chloratis, j 
Acidi muriatici, 
Syrupus, A 
Aque, f. 

Dose according to age of patient. 
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This, when mixed, would invariably produce 
the clear white mixture spoken of above. The 
proper way is to put the chlorate of potassa into 
the bottle intended for the mixture, drop the 
acid upon it, and at once the chlorine will be 
liberated. Then add the sugar and water. The 
mixture, when prepared in this way, will have a 
deep straw color, and will smell strongly of 
chlorine. W. F. Patrerson, M.D. 

Philadelphia. 


Verminal Leucorrhea of Infants. 


Ep. Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 


The purulent vaginal discharges of infants and 
children is often caused by the presence of asca- 
rides in the rectum, even when they do not escape 
from the rectum pe se the perineum, find 
their way into the vagina have seen cases of 
this character which have resisted all manner of 
treatment directed to the vagina, which have 
yielded very readily to the remedies used for the 
expulsion of these parasites. I recently had a 
child brought to me from Albany, N. Y., who 
had been treated by more than one respectable 
physician, but the trouble had continued unabated, 
causing much anxiety to the parents, and giving 
much annoyance to the little patient, who was 
soon completely cured by remedies directed to the 
rectum. The connection between the rectum and 
the vagina is so close, that whatever affects one is 
very sure toaffect the other. Stoneinthe bladder | 
usually causes tenesmus, and vice versa. I have 

enerally found that after evacuating the bowels 
reely with a pill or powder of calomel and com- 
pound powder ofaloes, balsam copaiva, both by the 
mouth and by enema, produces the most happy 
results. Great attention, of course, should be paid 
to cleanliness, and search should be made to see if 
the ascarides have made their way into the vagina ; 
if so, they can easily be dislodged. If there is 
much mucus in the alvine discharges, milk, 
with aque calcis, should form a — at least, 
of their food. E. P. Bennert, M.D. 

Danbury, Ct. 





News AND MIscELLANY. 


The Kansas Medical Act. 


The following Act has been recommended for 
passage by the Kansas State Legislature, and 
will no doubt go into effect :— 

Section 1. Every person in this State practic- 
ing medicine or surgery in any of its departments 
shall possess the qualifications required by this 
act. Every such person shall present his diplo- 
ma to one of the boards of examiners herein 
named, together with the affidavit mentioned in 
section four (4) of this act. If the board shall 
find all the facts required to be stated in said affi- 
davit to be true, the board of examiners shall issue 
its certificate to that effect, signed by all the 
members thereof, and sealed with the seal of the 
board, and such certificate shall be conclusive as 
to the right of the person named therein to prac- 
tice medicine and surgery in any part of this State. 

Sec. 2. The Kansas Medical Society, the Ec- 
lectic Medical Society of the State of , the 
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Homeopathic State Medical mag corporations 
organized and existing under and by virtue of 
the laws of this State, and no other corporation, 
society, person, or persons, shall appoint annually 
a board of examiners, consisting of seven mem- 
bers, who shall hold their office for one year 

and until their successors shall be chosen and 
qualified. The examiners so appointed shall go 
before some judge of the district court, or pro- 
bate judge of this State, and make oath that they 
are regular graduates, and that they will faithfully 
perform the duties of their office. Vacancies 
occurring in a board of examiners shall be filled 
by the society appointing it, by the selection of 
alternates or otherwise. The boards of examin- 
ers now organized, or existing under and by vir- 
tue of their appointments by any of the societies 
mentioned in this section, shall continue to act 
as such boards until their successors are ap- 
pointed at the annual election. 

Sec. 3. The boards of examiners shall organ- 
ize within three months after the passage of this 
act. They shall procure a seal, and receive 
through their secretary applications for certifi- 
cates and examinations. e president of each 
board shall have authority to administer oaths, 
and the board shall take testimony in all meet- 
ings relating to their duties. They shall issue 
certificates to all who furnish satisfactory proof 
of having diplomas, or licenses, from legally char- 
tered medical institutions in good standing. 
They shall prepare two forms of certificates, one 

‘for persons in possession of diplomas or licenses, 
the other for candidates examined by the board. 
They shall send to the county clerk of the sev- 
eral counties of this State a list of persons re- 
ceiving certificates. In selecting places to hold 
their meetings, they shall, as far as is reasonable, 
accommodate applicants residing in different sec- 
tions of the State, and due notice shall be pub- 
lished of all their meetings. Certificates shall 
be signed by all the members of the board grant- 
ing them, and shall indicate the medical society 
to which the examining board is attached. The 
board shall meet within thirty days after applica- 
tion made to its secretary by any person desiring 
examination. 

Sec. 4. Said board of examiners shall examine 
diplomas, as to their genuineness, and if the di- 
ploma shall be found genuine as represented, the 
secretary of the board of examiners shall receive 
a fee of five dollars from each graduate or licen- 
tiate, and no further charge shall be made to the 
applicant ; but if it be found to be fraudulent or 
not lawfully owned by the possessor, the board 
shall be entitled to charge and collect twenty dol- 
lars of the applicant ae such diploma. 
The applicant shall accompany his diploma with 
an affidavit er ees bar he is the lawful possessor 
of the same; that he isthe person therein named ; 
that the diploma was procured in the regular 
course of medical instruction, and without fraud 
or misrepresentation of any kind, and that the 
medical institution granting the diploma had at 
the time of the granting the same a full corps of 
medical instructors, and was at the said time a 
legally-incorporated institution, actually and in 
good faith en din the business of medical edu- 
cation, and in good standing as a medical insti- 
tution, and that the applicant had complied with 
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all the requirements of said institution. Such 
affidavit may be taken before any person author- 
ized to administer oaths, and the same shall be 
attested under the hand and official seal of such 
officer, if he have a seal. In addition to such 
affidavit, the board of examiners may hear such 
further testimony as in their discretion they deem 
noe to hear, as to the verification of any such 

iploma, or as to the identity of the person named 
therein, or as to the manner in which any such 
diploma was procured, and if it should appear from 
such testimony that any fact stated in said affi- 
davit is untrue, the application of such person 
for a certificate shall be rejected. None of said 
boards shall entertain an application which has 
been rejected by another of said boards, nor shall 
any rejected application be renewed until at least 
one year after the action of the board rejecting 
the same. 

Sec. 5. All examinations of ae not u- 
ates or licentiates shall be made directly by the 
board, and the certificates given by the boards 
shall authorize the persons to practice medicine 
and surgery in the State of Kansas; but no ex- 
amination into the qualifications of persons not 
holding diplomas or licenses shall be made after 
the thirty-first day of December, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine. After that date no certificate 
shall be — by them except to pa re- 
senting diplomas or licenses from egally char- 
tered medical institutions in good standing. 

Src. 6. Every person holding a certificate from 
a board of examiners shall have it recorded in the 
office of the county clerk of the county in which he 
resides, and the recording of the same shall be 
endorsed thereon. Any person removing to 
another county to practice, shall procure an en- 
dorsement to that effect on the certificate from 
the county clerk, and shall record the certificate 
in like manner in the county to which he re- 
moves, and the holder of the certificate shall pay 
to the county clerk the usual fees for making the 
record. 

Sec. 7. The county clerk shall keep in a book 
provided for that pee a complete list of the 
certificates recorded by him, with the date of the 
issue, and the name of the medical society rep- 
resented by the board of examiners issuing them. 
If the certificate be based on a diploma or license, 
he shall record the name of the medical institu- 
tion conferring it, and the date when conferred. 
The register of the county clerk shall be open to 
public inspection during business honrs. 

Sec. 8. Candidates for examination shall pay 
a fee of five dollars, in advance. The fees re- 
ceived by the board shall be paid into the treas- 
ury of the medical society by which the board 
shall have been appointed, and the expenses and 
compensation of the board shall be subject to 
arrangement with the society. 

Sec. 9. Examinations may be in whole or in 
part in writing, and shall be of an elementary and 
practical character, but sufficiently strict to test 
the qualifications of the candidate as a prac- 
titioner. 

Sec. 10. The boards of examiners must refuse 
certificates to individuals guilty of unprofessional 
conduct; but before any such refusal the appli- 
cant must be cited by a citation, signed by the 
secretary of the board, and sealed with its seal, 





174 


to appear before the board at a time and place 
certain for the purpose of being heard as to such 
unprofessional conduct. Said citation shall no- 
tify the applicant of the time and place where 
and when the matter of said unprofessional con- 
duct shall be heard, the particular unprofessional 
conduct with which the applicant is charged, and 
that the applicant shall ion and there appear in 

erson, and attend with such witnesses to testify 
in his behalf as he may desire, or a default will 
be taken against him, and his application for a 
certificate refused. The attendance of witnesses 
at such hearing shall be compelled by subpcenas 
issued by the secretary of the board, under its 
seal, and said secretary shall in no case refuse to 
issue such subpoena, on a fee of fifty cents bein 
paid him for each subpeena. Said citations an 
said subpeenas shall be served in accordance with 
existing provisions of law as to the service of ci- 
tations and = 9 generally. At such hearing 
witnesses shall be examined on the part of the 
board and on the part of the applicant, as to the 
facts of the applicant having been guilty of the 
conduct set out in the citation, and either side 
may examine medical experts as to whether such 
conduct is unprofessional, and if it appear to the 
satisfaction of the board that the applicant is 
guilty of said unprofessional conduct, no certifi- 
cate shall be issued to him; but no application 
shall be refused on the ground of unprofessional 
conduct unless the applicant has been guilty of 
unprofessional conduct within one year next pre- 
cole his application. If any holder of a certi- 
ficate be guilty of unprofessional conduct, his 
certificate must be revoked by the board granting 
it; but no such revocation shall be valid without 
said holder being cited to appear, and the same 
proceeding had as is bensiahetee provided in 
this section in the case of refusal to grant a cer- 
tificate. . Whenever a certificate is revoked, the 
pray A of the board revoking the same shall 
certify the fact, under the seal of the board, to 
the county clerk of the county in which the per- 
son whose certificate has been revoked is at the 
time of said revocation practicing his profession, 
and said county clerk shall thereupon write on 
the margin or across the face of his register of 
the certificate of such person the fact of such 
revocation, and sign his name thereto, and 
shall file in his office said certificate of revo- 
cation. Each of said boards may from time to 
time adopt such rules as may be necessary to 
the sola conduct of all proceedings taken and 
had before it. It shall be the duty of the secre- 
tary of the respective boards to notify the secre- 
tary of all other boards provided for under this 
act of all applicants to whom licenses may have 
been refused, together with the reasons of such 
refusal of such boards. 

Sec. 11. Any person shall be regarded as 
practicing medicine, within the meaning of this 
act, who shall profess publicly to be a physician, 
or who shall habitually prescribe for the sick, or 
who shall append to his name the letters ‘‘ m.p.’’ 
But nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to prohibit gratuitous services in cases of emer- 
gency. And this act shall not apply to lawfully- 
commissioned surgeons of the United States army 
racticing their professions within the 


or navy 
is State. 


limits of 
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Sec. 12. Any itinerant vendor who shall sell, 
or offer for sale, any drug, nostrum, ointment, or 
appliance of any kind, intended for the treat- 
ment of disease or injury, or who shall, by writ- 
ing, or printing, or by any other. method, pub- 
licly profess to cure or treat disease, injury or 
deformity, by any medicine, drug or drugs, nos- 
trum, manipulation or other expedient, shall pa 
a license of $100 per month. Such license s all 
be collected as other licenses are. 

Sec. 18. Any person practicing medicine in 
this State without first complying with the pro- 
visions of this act, shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than fifty dollars nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county 
jail for a period of not less than thirty days nor 
more than one year, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment for each and every offence. And 
any person filing, or attempting to file, as his 
own, the diploma or certificate of another, or a 
forged affidavit of identification, shall be guilty 
of a felony, and, upon conviction, shall be sub- 
ject to such fine and imprisonment as are made 
and provided by the statutes of this State for the 
crime of forgery in the fourth degree: Provided, 
That no person who holds a certificate heretofore 
granted by either of the societies mentioned in 
the second section of this act shall be compelled 
to procure a new certificate, or be liable to any 
penalty for failing to do so. 

Sec. 14. Any person assuming to act as a 
member of a board of managers under this act, 
or who shall sign, or subscribe, or issue, or cause 
to be issued, or seal, or cause to be sealed, a 
certificate authorizing any person to practice 
medicine or surgery in this State, except the 
person so acting and doing be appointed by one 
of the societies mentioned in section two of this 
act, or be authorized to do so by a board of ex- 
aminers appointed by one of said societies, shall 
be desea guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars 
or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period 
of not less than thirty days nor more than one 
year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Sec. 15. Should either of said boards issue a 
certificate to any person whose application for 
certificate has been previously rejected by an- 
other of said boards, within one year after the 
rejection of said application, then in such case 
the certificate rede 3 as aforesaid to such rejected 
applicant shall be null and void and of no effect. 

Ec. 16. If any person not a graduate or licen- 
tiate of medicine has been unable to present him- 
self for examination to any of said boards, as pro- 
vided in section one of this act, then in such 
case it shall be lawful for either of said boards, 
on good cause shown why said person was un- 
able so to present himself for examination within 
the time limited in the fifth section of this act, 
to examine such person touching his qualifica- 
tions to practice medicine or surgery ; and if said 
examination shall be satisfactory to the board, 
it shall thereupon issue its certificate in accord- 
ance with the facts, and the lawful holder thereof 
shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges 
of graduates or licentiates to whom certificates 
have been issued under this act ; but no such ex- 
amination shall be had after the first day of 
April, eighteen hundred and eighty, 





Feb. 22, 1879.| - 


Diploma Selling. 

The shame and disgrace of diploma selling still 
clings to this commonwealth. Recently, how- 
ever, in the Pennsylvania state legislature the 
following concurrent resolution was passed unani- 
mously :— 

Wuereas, By the Legislature of 1871, a joint 
special committee was appointed to investigate 
the alleged illegal issue of diplomas by the 
‘‘American University of Philadelphia’’ and the 
‘*Philadelphia University of Medicine and Sur- 


gery ;”’ 

y OF Whereas, This committee, after taking 
evidence in the city of Philadelphia, made a re- 
port recommending that the charter of the Ameri- 
can University of Philadelphia and the Phila- 
delphia University of Medicine and Surgery 
should be revoked, both institutions having been 
guilty, in the opinion of the committee, of sellin 
their diplomas to persons who had not followe 
the prescribed course of studies, and of violating 
the franchises granted to them in other ways; 

And Whereas, The recommendation of the 
committee was adopted unanimously by both 
houses, the charters were repealed ; 

Whereas, In the following year the Su- 
preme Court decided that the act repealing the 
charter of the American University of Philadel- 
delphia was unconstitutional, on the ground that 
it assumed judicial powers which could only be 
exercised by the courts; 

And Whereas, Immediately after the decision 
of the Supreme Court, upon the frequent com- 
plaints made to the authorities of Philadelphia 
that the American University of Philadelphia 
openly advertised its degrees for sale, the City 

ouncils passed a resolution asking the Attorney- 
General of the State to institute 
in the courts against the American 
Philadelphia ; 

And i The Attorney-General (the late 
Mr. Dimmick) accordingly commenced proceed- 
ings in the nature of a quo warranto, the object 
of which was to forfeit the charter of this cor- 
poration ; 

And Whereas, It is the desire of all good citi- 
zens and the interest of this State, that the fran- 
chises nted to this institution by the State 
may no longer be perverted ; therefore, be it 

esolved, By the House of Representatives (if 
the Senate concur), that the Attorney-General 
be requested to institute proceedings in the courts 
against the said University, on account of the 
abuse of its franchises. 


roceedings 
niversity of 


Cascara Sagrado, etc., Again. 

Some weeks have elapsed since we referred to 
Parke, Davis & Co.’s preparations, ‘‘ cascara 
sagrado ” and ‘‘yerba reuma.’’ The Michigan 
Medical News took up the cudgels for them early 
and actively; and the Pacific Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal has printed a sort of disclaimer, in 
the following words: ‘‘ We notice that the arti- 
cle published in our October number, from the 
pen of Dr. W. P. Gibbons, referring to certain 

new remedies,’ so called, of California origin, 
has been misinterpreted in some quarters as deny- 
ing medicinal virtue to the plants in question. 
This was not its design, nor did the therapeutic 
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value of the remedies enter into consideration. 
The object was to expose the ae Seg of intro- 
ducing preparations of old remedies under new 
names, and claiming originality without deserv- 
ing it. Several of the plants in question are 
really valuable.’’ This rather ungracious con- 
cession has appeared with great unanimity in an 
extraordinary number of journals, and has been 
wy of as a back down on the part of the P. 

.&8. J. Butisitone? Plenty of quack nos- 
trums are excellent remedies in their proper 
places; and we marvel to see our learned casti- 
gator of the Michigan Medical News commit this 
same logical error. 

So far as any intentional deception of the pro- 
fession is concerned, as intimated in Dr. Gibbons’ 
article, we do not believe Messrs. Parke, Davis 
& Co. have been or would be guilty of it. They 
did not know, and if they had known, they would 
not, for trade reasons, have disclosed, what plants 
were called by these names. So doing, they fol- 
low the customs of thetrade, customs which are 
much more honorable in the breach than in the 
observance, and which it is (to our thinking) a 
duty of the medical profession to oppose. sBut 
we are convinced that the action of the house has 
been fully up to to the ethics of pharmacy; and 
we are not going to deny that the Galifornia buck- 
thorn (cascara sagrado) is a whit less excellent 
a cathartic than the European buckthorn (and 
that is a very good one). 


Yellow Jack Still Alive. 

The startling report comes from the South that 
several cases of yellow fever have occurred, in 
— of the low temperature. It is believed the 

isease has been caused by the disinterment and 
removal of the remains of persons who died last 
summer of the yellow fever. It has heretofore 
been believed that it was impossible for yellow 
fever to exist when the mercury had reached the 
freezing point; and if the germs of the disease 
have not been effectually destroyed by the se- 
verely freezing weather of this winter, much un- 
easiness is naturally felt as to what will be the 
consequences next summer. Of course, the ru- 
mor is aay denied by various papers. But 
the custom of concealing the truth—in fact, of 
lying about the public health—has received the 
sanction of somany health boards, and leading 
medical men in this country, that we are sorry 
to say no weight can be attached to such denials. 


German Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

In the year 1878 there have been gratuitously 
treated at the German Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
441 North Fifth street, 1186 patients, of which 
number 811 were for eye diseases, and 875 for 
ear diseases. The number of important opera- 
tions performed in the institute were 97; of 
minor, 146. 

The officers of the Infirmary are: Charles H. 
Meyer, L. Westergaard, J. Aitkin Meigs, m.p., 
J r, M.D., Prof. John M. Maisch, ete. 


Surgeon in charge, M. Landesberg, m.p. 


—A class of eight was graduated at the Yale 
College Medical School, on Jan. 30th. 
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Taylor Vance Thompson, MLD., 


Died at the residence of his father, James Thomp- 
son, near Lakeville, Holmes county, Ohio, Janu- 
ary 26, 1879, _ twenty-eight years and six days. 
He was born January 20th, 1851. He began the 
study of medicine in 1872, under Dr. George 
Liggett, at Wooster, Ohio, and graduated at the 
Ohio Medical College in March, 1876, with honor, 
receiving the Whittaker Prize for the best exam- 
ination in physiology. Was, also, one of the 
successful aspirants for the position of interne to 
the Good Samaritan Hospital. Remained there 
one year, and then began practice in Pittsburg, 
Pa., south side. His health began to fail in the 
summer of 1877, and in October he moved to 
Bellville Borough, Pittsburg. Here he was at- 
tacked with diabetes mellitus. Nothing daunted 

he worked on, and soon had a fair business an 

good success. In Sept., 1878, eleven months 
after the appearance of the diabetes, he came 
home to recuperate. In July previous his left lung 
became implicated. In November the tubercu- 
lous matter began breaking down, the diabetes 
remaining unabated until he began using the 
water from Bethesda Spring, at Waukesha, Wis. 
This had the effect of quickly relieving the thirst 
and ote reduced the specific gravity of urine 
until it fell to normal, the sugar disappearing ; 
but ‘the diabetes returned a few hours before 
death. 

Conscious to the hour of dissolution, his last 
words were, ‘‘I am passing through the dark 
valley of the shadow of death, but Jesus is with 

e.’ W. W. PENNELL. 

Nashville, Ohio, Feb. 6th, 1879. 


Items. 

—A French writer states that humpbacks are 
most prevalent in mild climates. Spain supplies 
the greatest number, and in a circumscribed lo- 
cality at the foot of the Sierra Morena there ex- 
ists one humpbacked individual to every thirteen 
inhabitants. They are also found very numerous 
in the valley of the Loire, in France. The 
writer’s conclusion is, that for every thousand 
persons on the ons there is one humpback, or 
an aggregate of a million against the thousand 
millions of the entire earth. 


—The following death certificate was received 
at the Cincinnati Health Office:— 

‘* Fes THE 5 1879. 

‘* From Doctor yang 

‘* Little Henry Johnson di 
with the crupe and a heavey cold in two spasms 
he dide.”’ 

Doctor Greenberry, whose name appears above, 
is the celebrated ‘‘ Voodoo Doctor’’ whose al- 
leged miraculous powers have been dilated upon 
in the columns of the Cincinnati papers. 


Notice to Subscribers. ‘ 

All subscribers who have not yet paid their 
subscriptions for 1879, or who have not commu- 
eund with us in accordance with our request 
on page 106, will greatly oblige us by immediate 
attention to the matter. 
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Personal. 


—Dr. Frank C. Dale, Assistant Surgeon, U.8.N., 
has been ordered, at his own request, by the 
Surgeon-General, v.s.Nn., for duty on the ‘‘Jean- 
nette,’’ as surgeon and naturalist to the American 
Arctic Exploring Expedition to find the North 
Pole. Itisthe James Gordon Bennett expedition. 

—Dr. George Gray, of Denison, Texas, who 
distinguished himself by professional services 
rendered at Holly Springs during the late epi- 
demic, committed suicide on the 15th inst., by 
shooting himself through the head. No reason 
for the act is assigned. 


_ 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Dr. H. H. G., of Ky.—* Please suggest a reliable 
remedy for dry tetter, psoriasis, of the face.” 

Ans.—Arsenic internally, and the tarry preparations 
rubbed in at night, on retiring, will probably answer ; if 
not, try the sulphuret of calcium (Vleminckx’s Solu- 
tion.) 

Dr. H. M. H., of Ill.—1. There is no bisulphate of 
mercury in pharmacy; the bisulphuret must be what 
was referred to. 2. Salicylic acid, the hypochlorite of 
sodium, and the iodide of calcium, are recent additions 
to the therapeutics of nasal catarrh. . 

Dr. J. J. B., of Tewas.—The maximum dose of sul- 
phide of calcium is half a grain three times aday. Few 
stomachs will bear more. One-tenth of a grain is 
enough to begin with. 

Querist.—“ Is there danger of the physician commu- 
nicating gisease to a lying-in patient while he is at- 
tending a case of erysipelas ?”’ 

Ans.—We fear there is, unless the most careful pre- 
cautions are taken. The subject is, however, an open 
one. Have any readers facts to report? 

Philother.—You will find an elaborate study of the 
pathology of pleuro-pneumonia in cattle in a publica- 
tion of the Commissioner of Agriculture in 1871. 





MARRIAGES. 





HAYLeET—BvULELEY.—In Moretown, Vt., January ist, 
7 Rev. G. L. Wells, Dr. James Haylet and Lilla C. 

ulkley. 

LavupErR—Hays.—At the residence of the bride’s 
mother, in Afton, tome, January 9th, 1879, by Rev. R. 
H, Cunningham, J. W. Lauder, m.pD., and Lizzie C., 
daughter of the late Thomas Hays, M.D. 

MARSHALL—PERKINS.~—In iam Vt., January 14th 
J Rev. E. P. Butler, John O.- Marshall, M.D., and 

ate G. Perkins, both of Lyme. 

StTEvenson—Ewine.—By Rev. S. 8S. Gilson, on New 
Year’s day, 1879, at the residence of the bride, in Union- 
wn, Pa., Dr. J. Stevenson, of New York’ Cit , and 
Lod Mary C., daughter of the late Hon. Na el 

wing. 


DEATHS. 

Foutton.—In hynny on the llth inst., W. 
West Fulton, m.v., aged thirty-four years. 

GILFILLaN.—In Brooklyn, February 65th, George 
Gilfillan, .D., in the 82d year of his age. ™ 

MarsH.—At No. 18 West 24th street, New Yor 
February 13th, of scarlet fever, Nellie E., only child o 
Alice W; and &. T. T. Marsh, M.D,, aged 3 years and 5 
months, 

Wartson.—In North Haverhill, Vt., Janua: 


diphtheria, Elmer R. f Dr, Watson, Tas 
eria. mer son 6 . a 
ond 6 menthe. : i ” 





